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Pusuic Law 601, 79TH ConGREss 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], 
chapter 753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RULE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


* + * . o * * 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 


RULE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * * > * + * 

(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, charac- 
ter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and at- 
tacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, 
and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any 
necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 








RULES ADOPTED BY THE 88D CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


€ * * a * * *” 


RULE X 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 


cress, the following standing committees: 


* * * + * 7 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


* * * ” * * . 
RuLE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * * * * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities 

(a) Un-American activities 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (38) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
sation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

lor the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings to require the attendance of 
such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 


VI 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 1954 


Unirep Sratres Houskt or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITT OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 


San Diego, Calif. 


PUBLIC HEARING 
MORNING SESSION 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to adjournment, at 9 a. m., in the Chamber of Commerce 
Building, Hon. Donald L. Jackson (acting chairman), presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Donald L. Jackson 
and Clyde Doyle. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; William A. 
Wheeler, staff investigator; Mrs. Billie Wheeler, ac ting for the clerk. 

Mr. Avexanper. Mr. Tavenner and Mr. Chairman, may I have the 
floor for one moment ? 

Mr. Jackson. No; you may not have the floor. 

Mr. Avexanper. I wish to reopen 

Mr. Jackson. Will you please be seated until the hearing is open ? 

Mr. Arexanper. Mr. Jackson, I did not mean to interrupt or be dis- 
courteous. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you please be seated ? 

Mr. Arexanper. May I have an opportunity 

Mr. Jackson. That will depend upon the decision made in the morn- 
Ing. 

Mr. Atexanper. I have documentary evidence to show that testi- 
mony was falsified. I want to re-open in its entirety all the testimony 
in regard to Mr. Weihe. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will consider that at the appropriate 
time. 

Mr. Atexanper. I think I should have that opportunity. I have 
been ill, Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. Will the gentleman suspend or it will be necessary for 
us to remove him from the hearing room. This hearing is not in ses- 
sion at the moment. At the proper time during the morning a de- 
cision will be made on your request. 

Mr. Aexanver. I don’t want this suppressed. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

Who is your first witness ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Richard Adams. 
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TESTIMONY OF RICHARD E. ADAMS 


Mr. Jackson. Will you be sworn, please, Mr. Adams? 

Do you solemnly swear in the te stimony you are about to give be 
fore this subcommittee, you will tell the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth so help you God ? 

Mr. Apams. I do. 

Mr. .J ACKSON. Be St ited, please 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir 

Mr. Apams. Richard E. Adams. 

Mr. Tavenner. You arean attorney, Mr. Adams? 

Mr. Apams. Yes, practicing law in the city of San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. Y¢ do not desire to have counsel, other counsel to 
accompany you ¢ 

Mr. Apams. Counsel, I shall act as my own counsel in the hearing, 
f I may. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Adams? 

Mr. Apams. I was born in Denver, Colo., October 20, 1912. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal education and training has been ? 

Mr. Apams. High school graduate, Duluth Business College, and 
LL. B. degree from Balboa University in San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Adams, when did you first take up your resi- 
dence in the State of Calif la 

Mr. ApAms. Sometime in September 1943. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that time where did you reside? 

Mr. Apams. I resided at D th, Minn. 

Mr. TavenNer. How long were you a resident of Duluth, Minn. ? 

Mr. Apams. From January 1939 until August 1943. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to taking up residence at Duluth, Minn., in 
1939, where did you reside ? 

Mr. Apams. I resided at Crosby and Brainerd, Minn. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first take up your residence at 
Crosby ? 


Mr. ApaAms. 1934 


Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the cor nittee, please, briefly, how you 
] 1 1 1 oO ° 
ive Deen empioved nee Lvo4 4 


Mr. Apams. Well, from October—the dates are approximate, that 
is, the time is approximate, to the best of my recollection—from 
October 1935, and if I may refresh my memory from notes. 

Mr. TAvenner. That is quite all right. 

Mr. Apams. From October 1935 to March 1936, I was employed as a 
timekeeper. 

From 1936 to January 1958 I was employed as camp superintendent, 
warehouse superintendent for the Farm Security Administration, 
stationed at Baudette, Minn. 

March 1938 to June 1940, employed on the Adult Education Pro- 
gram, Works Progress Administration, Crosby, Minn., Duluth, Minn, 

April 1942 to August 1945, a clerk for a construction company in 
Duluth. f 

August 1943 to July 1944, payroll clerk for a ship construction 
company in National City, Calif. 

July 1941 to Janu iT") 1945, a reporter for the People’s Daily World, 


the Labor Leader, San Diego Daily Journal. 
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January 1945 to October 1945, a cashier in a cafe in San Diego. 

October 1945 to April 1946, I believe there was a period in there J 
was job dispatcher for a local labor union, reporter for the Federated 
Press, manager of the Community Book Sto 


April 1946 to September 1947, salesman. 
September 1947 to June 1950. law school. Balboa University. 
\pril 1951, to the present time, ittorney at law. 


Mr. Jackson. You have been busy. 
Mr. Apams. Thank you. 


Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Adams, will you tell the committee, please, 
whether at any time while a re ident of the State of Minnesota or at 
any time while a resident of the State of California you have been 
affiliated with the Com munist Party. 

Mr. Apams. Counsel, will the committee, before I answer that ques- 


tion, promise me a transcript of this ] TO cman’ 

Mr. Jackson. The Chair will state ‘th: ita transcript of the proceed- 
ing may be obt: ained at the expense ‘of the witness from the reporting 
firm. The Chairman at this time will approve purchase by you of 

ucha transcript. 

Mr. Apams. Thank you. 

Will the reporter please read back the question ? 

(The question was read by the reporter. ) 

Mr. Apams. I have been a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. TavenNeR. Where did you first become a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Apams. I first joined the Communist Party in the city of 
Minneapolis, Minn., sometime in 1935. I was expelled from the 
Communist Party in the city of Duluth, Minn., in 1939. 

I rejoined the Communist Party in the city of San Diego, Calif., in 

1944, and was once more expelled ‘rom the Communist Party in the 
city of San Di ego sometime in the early part of 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, the circum- 
stances under which you first joined the Communist Party, and also 
the circumstances under which you were expelled in 1939? 

Mr. Chairman, inasmuch as this relates to the period in which the 
witness was a member of the Communist Party in Minnesota, I do 
not desire to ask the witness and pre fer that he not go in detail into 
the question of membership, or in great detail into his experie nce in 
the Communist Party in Minnesota, as I would like to take that testi- 
mony in executive session for the purpose of further study and in- 
vestigation by the committee. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Apams. Preliminarily, counsel, I would like to state that this 
whole matter has previously been inquired into by a subcommittee of 
the Board of Bar Examiners before I was admitted to the practice of 
law in the State of California. I passed the bar examination in Oc- 
tober of 1950, was called before the committee, I believe, sometime 
during January of 1951, at which time I was placed under oath, and the 
committee inquired into my past political affiliation, my past political 
activity, my past association. I was later informed that I had sus- 
tained the burden of proof inasmuch as I had proved good moral 
character, which was the issue there, and was thereafter admitted to 
the bar. 
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Now, in answer to the question: I grew up in a mining community, 
an iron mining community in northern Minnesota. I saw the effects 
of the depress:on in 1929 upon the people of that part of the country. 
I observed that the mine workers were denied the right to join a union 
under penalty of discharge by the steel trust. I watched the rise of 
fascism in Europe. 

I joined the farm labor movement of Governor Olson and Elmer 
Benson. I believed in the cooperative commonwealth idea on which 
that movement was founded. 

Upon the advent of the New Deal and its relative slow progress in 
adjusting injustices at home, or in opposing fascism abroad, I looked 

around for a more rapid solution to the problem, and at that time it 
appeared to me that the Communist Party was the organization which 
had this solution. It opposed fascism abroad and sought government 
ownership at home. 

So when I was invited to join I did so. 

I believe part of the question was the conditions surrounding my 
expulsion from the party in 1939, is that right? 

Mr. Tavenner. That is correct, but before proceeding to that 
phase of the question, will you tell the committee, please, whether 
you attained any position of leadership in the Communist Party in 
the State of Minnesota? In other words, what positions, if any, did 
you hold? 

Mr. Apams. As far as I can recall now, I was secretary of the local 
unit or branch, and not cells, by the way, and a member of the section 
committee which at that time would roughly correspond to the county 
committee. 

Mr. Doyie. May I ask about how old you were at that time? 

Mr. Apams. I was born in 1912. I believe it would be about twenty: 
two. 

What is the question ? 

_ Mr. Tavenner. The question now is, Will you tell the committee the 

ircumstances under which you left the party in 1939? 

Mr. Apams. Well, when war broke out in Europe in 1939 I thought 

he United States should join with the Allies immediately to defeat 
Hitler and Mussolini, and, of course, at that time Mussolini was not 
inthe war yet. Italy was still a non-belligerent. 

I attempted to convince the Communist Party of this, but was un 
successful. I believe that the Russian-German or the Soviet non- 
aggression pact, did serve the short time interest of the Soviet Union, 
und I felt that the Soviet Union at that time was fully justified in 
entering into such a pact, because, if you will recall, she did not desire 
to have Hitler do the same thing to her as the Japanese were doing 
to China, while we stood on the sideline and furnished the gas, oil, 
and steel, and the wherewithal for them to do it. 

So from that point of view I felt that the nonaggression pact from 
the Soviet point of view, was justified. However, I felt, too, that 
Hitler was still as great a threat or a bigger threat to the United States 
and ultimately to the Soviet Union in 1939 and 1940 than he was in 
the earlier part of the thirties. 

I further thought that if the United States joined with the western 
allies against Hitler they could defeat Germany without the aid of the 
Soviet Union. I am convinced now, however, that that might have 
been a mistake. However, I didn’t happen to be foreign minister of 
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the Soviet Union, I didn’t happen to be in a leading position in the 
Communist Party in this country, and I must say that the overwhelin- 
ing majority of the Communists with whom I discussed this question 
were 0 )ppos sed to my point of view. 

So it was because of this difference of opinion with the Communists 
that I was expelled in 1939, and I believe that was correct, because no 
revolutionary movement can tolerate within its ranks a difference of 
opinion because that might be fatal. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Were you not then permitted to express your own 
views and opinions on political matters, if they were contrary to the 
line of the Communist Party? Is that, in substance, what you are 
saying ? 

Mr. Apams. Yes. This debate raged in the section committee with 
a lot of intensity, and when the vote was taken, I do not remember 
the exact number, but I think the vote was something like 16 to 1. I 
was the one. 

Mr. Jackson. It points up, does it not, Mr. Adams, the fact that 
there is no place in the Communist Party for a difference of opinion 
when the difference extends to basic doctrines of the party ¢ 

Mr. Apams. That is correct. In no revolutionary movement can 
there be a difference of opinion, and I think the same thing holds true 
in many other organizations. You cannot belong to many organiza- 
tions and have a difference of opinion basically with the aims, ob- 
jectives, tactics, and programs of that organization. 

Mr. Dove. I notice you apply the term revolutionary movement to 
the Communist Party. Why do you do that? 

Mr. Apams. Well, Congressman, has there ever been any denial that 
the Communist movement of all countries, and the international Com- 
munist movement particularly, is not a revolutionary movement? If 

, I have been sadly — 

"ie Dorie. Well, I am not saying. Manifestly the purport of my 
question was to get a bv statement from you based on your expe- 
rience and an: alysis for the record, for the information of those whe 
may hear or read. That is why I asked you the question. 

Mr. Apams. Did I term the Communist movement a revolutionary 
movement ‘ 

Mr. Doy.F. Yes. 

Mr. Apams. It is a revolutionary movement. A true Communist 
movement must of necessity be a revolutionary movement. 

Mr. Jackson. There are several types of revolutions—social revolu- 
tion, a violent revolution, or both. We would like to have clarification 
of what you mean by revolution. Do you mean social evolution, which 
is also a revolution, or do you mean the use of force and violence, 
as usually understood in connection with a violent revolution ? 

Mr. Apams. Congressman. I have been listening to these hearings 
for the past few days, and really, I think the committee’s leg is being 
pulled by some of these friendly witnesses. 

Mr. Jackson. That may be the case. However, that is hardly re- 
sponsive to what I mean to be an honest and fair question. 

Mr. Apams. I shall respond to your question, Congressman. I told 
you Saturday, or I believe you were not present Saturday when I made 
the statement, I should answer all questions put to me to the best of 
my recollection, knowledge, and ability. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you very much. That isall we want. 








4852 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


Mr. Apams. Congressman, you do not have to worry about that. 
However, to decide the question of whether or not the Communist 
movement is a revolutionary movement, I think that we should go to 
the authorities, as an attorney, and I think counsel will agree with 
me, and we don’t 97oO out 1n the treet and take hearsay to determine a 
question. 

Now, I think if you desire I could quote in about 3 minutes excerpts 
from the Communist Manifesto, which was the original document 
written by Marx and Engels in 1848. 


Mr. a ACKSON, Yes. and with which document the committee is 
familiar, but again the point of my question is directed to the term, 
“revolutionary movement.” The basic documents of communism since 


the Manifesto state very definitely that it is a revolutionary movement. 
I should like to have you, out of your experience, express your persona] 
ideas as to what constitutes the revolutionary aspects of communism 
in the U — States. 

Mr. \pDAMS 4 Well. Congressman, the basic tenet of the Communist 
movement in all countries of the world is that there must be an aboli- 
tion of private property. 

Private property, and I mean by private property the abolition of 
private ownership of the means of production. Now, naturally, in 
any state where the government guarantees the ownership of private 
prope rty, ams as our Government does in this country, it would be 
necessary for a drastic change to be made in that government before 
even the preliminary portion of a Communist program could be 
placed in effect, as Marx sets forth in the Manifesto, with which I 
have been furnished a copy by the committee, oe which I thank you. 

However, and this is the point, and I think it is a very basic point, 
where I feel that this committee’ s leg is “sae pulled, that Lenin in 
State and Revolution sets forth 3 conditions which must exist before 
there can be a Communist revolution in any country, and those 3 con- 
ditions are very simple. 

You must have a situation where the overwhelming masses or ma- 
jority of the people are dissatisfied with the economic and social con- 
ditions in the country and desire a change. 

You must have some sort of a governmental crisis: secondly, where 
he political organization which is directing the political destinies of 
the Nation cannot rule or guide in the same manner any longer, and, 
thirdly, you must have a revolutionary party trained, ready, willing, 
and able to take over. 

Now. all three of these conditions, Congressman, must concur in 
poin t of time. Without all three of those conditions the re could be 
no possibility of a Marxist revolution, and I do not think anyone that 
believes in Marxist philosophy would try to start a revolution with- 
out that. 

Now, when we apply that situation to our own country, we find that 
with few exceptions, maybe in 2 or 3 historical periods, one of those 
conditions existed, but never 3 of them at the same time, which means 
that that country is not faced with a Communist revolution, there is 
not about to be a Communist revolution in this country, and the Com- 
munist threat. insofar as a domestic revolution in America, is really a 
bogeyman, and a straw man, because it is utterly impossible, even ac- 

cording to the Marxist theory, for a Communist revolution to take 
place unless those three conditions exist. 
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Mr. Jackson. May I say with respect to that, it is very interesting, 
and I am very happy to have your opinion, but none of those three 
conditions which you have outlined existed at the time there were 
operating in the Nation’s capital 2 or 3 espionage rings which were 
extracting from the top secret files of the United States Government 
information and documentation essential to the well being and safety 
and the security of the Nation. 

Now, whether or not the conditions exist for violent overthrow of 
the Government by force and violence, there is a constant danger of 
subversive activities, which do not directly relate to the armed over- 
throw of the Government of the United States by force and violence 
tomorrow, but which still constitute a menace to the safety and security 
of this country. 

We have two matters to consider relative to your three points. I] 
don’t think anyone contends that the coup d’état in Prague, with not 
more than 10 percent of the population being me smbers of the Com- 
munist Party, represe nted the peop le of Czechoslovakia. 

Mr. Apams. May I interject here, did you read the statistics of the 
last democratic election in Czechoslovakia ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, 1 am familiar with them. I made quite a study 
of it in the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House, which went 
into all the statistical data relative to the situation as it existed there 
previous to the overthrow of that democracy. However, this group 
is academic. 


Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wasn't the purpose of the Communist Party during 
the time that you were a member, both in Minneapolis as well as in 
California, to increase its membership so as to increase its power at the 
time that a revolutionary movement would have a chance of success ? 

Mr. Apams. It is the purpose of the Communist Party not only in 
America but in all countries of the world to increase their members so 
they may increase their power, and to develop from those members a 
revolutionary organization, ready, willing, and able to take a political 
power when the time comes. That is no secret. ‘That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understand that in 1944 you reaffiliated with the 
Communist Party here in San Diego. 

Mr. Apams. Yes. At that time I was elected first a delegate to the 
Central Labor Council of the A. F. of L. here from the Office Workers’ 
Union. There I became interested in what the Communists were 
doing, and when I was invited to rejoin I made application. It was 
a period of time before my application cleared. I assume it had to be 
cleared with Minnesota, which was the policy at the time when a 
person had been expelled from the organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, more in detail 
the circumstances under which you became a member in 1944? 

Mr. Apams. Yes, counsel. By 1944 the Communist position on the 
war was the same as my own, and I might add the same as millions of 
other people in this country, that is, the central objective of the Com- 
munist Party in 1944 was to win the war. 

I felt that my position in 1939 had been vindicated, and also by that 
{ime the Communist Party’s domestic program had been watered down 
by Earl Browder, until really it was somewhere to the right of the old 
farmer-labor movement in Minnesota. 
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I became interested in what the Communists were doing in San 
Diego, so I made application, and eventually that ap plication was 
accepted. I think it was mainly their activity in the winning of the 
war that motivated me at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you became a representative of the ()flice 
Workers’ Union on the Central Labor Council of this area, were you 
a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Apams. Iam quite sure not. I became a delegate to the Central 
Labor Council by writing a letter to the Tribune denouncing its stand 
on the war, which was published, and the fellow that was running 
the union immediately appointed me a delegate to the Central Labor 
Council, and I was not a member of the Communist Party, as far as 
l can recall, at that particular time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you find, after becoming a member of the 
Communist Party, that there were other Communist Party members 
on the Central Labor Committee, counsel ? 

Mr. Apams. I believe there were other Communist Party members 
on that committee at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know that of your own personal knowledge ? 

Mr. Apams. Counsel, this has been 8 or 10 years ago, and time has 
a way of tricking the memory of people, and I would hate to do 
someone an injustice. I am of the present impression that there were 
other Communists in the Central Labor Council. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of course, I cannot ask you what your impression 
was. It is only in the event that you have a recollection. 

Mr. Apams. Let’s say, then, so we don’t do an injustice to anyone, 
that I do not recall at this particular time. 

Mr. Tavenner. To whom did you submit your application for mem- 
bership in the Communist Party in 1944? 

Mr. Apams. Council, I don’t want to try to direct the way the 
hearing is going, but I fully understand that this committee, and all 
of it, as of all the witnesses, are going to ask me the names of the 
people I associated with during this period, and I would like to save 
that for the end of my testimony, if I may. 

Mr. Tavenner. I don’t see that it makes any difference particularly. 

Mr. Apams. Let’s save it for the dessert, shall we? 

Mr. Jackson. Just a minute. Let’s let the committee run the com- 
mittee, and counsel will proceed in whatever order he has determined 
so far as the questions are concerned. 

Mr. Tavenner. To whom did you submit your application for 
membership # 

Mr. Apams. Counsel, that involves three things. It involves, first 
of all, a question of personal conscience. That is, I feel that I could 
not in good conscience give this committee the names of people whom 
I knew to be Communists. I feel this for two reasons. I may make 
a mistake. It has been 8 to 10 years since I knew these people. I 
don’t know what they are now. They might feel about politics and 
economics the same as I do today, which would be an injustice to them 
to be named before this committee. 

Secondly, there is this particular question, and it is a legal question. 
I do not know what these people are doing today. I understand that 
the prosecution under the Smith Act was a prosecution and a convic- 
tion for perjury—not for perjury, for conspiracy. A conspiracy, as 
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you all know, can be in the eyes of the law a continuing thing. Mem- 
ers of a conspiracy may be liable for the acts of their co-cons pirators 
even though not there. It is only as a result of having withdrawn and 
making that knowledge known to other members of the cons piracy 
that in the eyes of the law a person may not be liable for a conspiracy. 

Now, I did not withdraw from the Communist Party. I was 
thrown out of the Communist Party, and I did not submit any letter 
of recommendation. I do not know what these people have been doing 
since, and frankly, I am not going to put myself in a position where 
somebody can come along and wr: ip me up for something some joker 
has done in the last 8 years that I know nothing about. 

So for that reason, counsel, I feel I cannot answer that question. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you decline to answer the question ¢ 

Mr. Avams. I do respectfully decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Jackson. And for the reasons you have stated? 

Mr. Apams. Yes, and for the further reason, counsel, there is no 
law in this country which could cause me to give evidence which might 
be used against me. 

Mr. Jackson. In other words, you are pleading the fifth 
amendment ? 

Mr. Apams. Primarily, the first. 

Mr. Jackson. And secondarily ? 

Mr. Apams. And secondarily the fifth. For safety’s sake, I might 
throw in all the rest of the 22 and all of the Constitution. 

Mr. JAcKson. Yes; and some witnesses have added the Ten Com- 
mandments. 

Mr. Apams. And I think the United Nations’ charter might be well 
here, too, and all of the covenants. 

Mr. Jackson. It will be understood you are pleading all of them, 
including the two legal reasons under the Constitution. 

Mr. Apams. Yes, but only for the purpose of naming these people 
who might have done something since I knew them that I might have 
been responsible for. 

Mr. Jackson. I think possibly the course of counsel’s questioning 
will develop further questions which will also require an answer, and 
in that event and in the interest of saving time it will be sufficient 
for the committee, without objection, if the declination is based on 
the grounds previously stated for the same reasons. 

Mr. Apams. In other words, a reference to that same statement ? 

Mr. Jackson. Rather than enumerating all of them. 

Mr. Doy.e. I think that is a good ruling, Mr. Chairman, and will 
save time. 

Mr. Jackson. In the meanwhile, and with reference to the last 
question, the witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Apams. Congressman, are you directing me to answer that 
question ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. Apams. I have just told you why I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Jackson. The direction still stands. Do you further decline 
to answer ? 

Mr. Apams. Oh, surely. Is this an implied threat there might be 
a contempt citation ? 
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Mr. Jackson. It wasn’t a threat of anything. Is your declination 
based on the reason pre viou ly oiven ? 

Mr. ADAMS. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. To what group or unit of the Communist Party 
were you assigned in becoming a member in 1944? 

Mr. Apams. I was assigned to a branch in San Diego which was 
known as the Logan Heights Branch 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain a member of that branch ¢ 

Mr. Apams. I do not exactly recall. I attended a very few meetings 
of that branch. Later on the branches were more or less merged in 
one citywide organization. ‘Then still later on the citywide organiza- 
tion was divided up into branches once more. So I went from the 
Logan Heights branch to the citywide group, back to a branch in the 
South Bay area. 

Mr. TavenNER. What was the name of the branch in the South Bay 
area when you were assigned to that general area ¢ 

Mr. Apams. The South Bay Branch, if I recall correctly. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many persons composed the me »mbe eeey ar the 
Logan Heights Branch of the party when you became a member ? 

Mr. Apams. I could not give you any definite things on that. It 
might have been 10, it might have been 50. I have no way of knowing. 
I never saw the membership list and it is just my recollection at this 
time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall the approximate number of the mem- 
bership of the South Bay Branch? 

on Apams. No, I don’t, but it was my impression it was consider- 

bly smaller than the Logan Heights Branch. 

"oe Tavenner. During the D riod of your membership in San Diego, 
did you become an official of either of these groups or hold any other 
position in the Communist Party } ¢ 

Mr. Apams. I was elected to the executive committee of San Diego 
County in 1944, and again in 1945. 

Mr. Taverner. What were your duties as a member of the execu- 
tive committee ? 

Mr. Apams. I was mainly concerned with the press at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. What you mean, mainly concerned with the press? 
Mr. Apams. My responsibility was to re port the San Diego news 
to the People’s Daily World, to check with the people that were pro- 

moting the circulation of the Daily World. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that your particular task on this executive 
committee ? 

Mr. Apams. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was the county executive committee? 

Mr. Apams. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee how that executive com- 
mittee was organized ? 

Mr. Apams. As far as I remember, the executive committee was 
made up of people elected by the various groups. 

Mr. TavennEr. How many persons were on that committee? 

Mr. Apams. I don’t recall the exact number. There might have 
been 7. There could have been 14. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were the functions of the other members of 
this committee? 
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Mr. Apams. Well, the organizational plan of the Communist Party 
is well known, and I think the San Diego organization pretty well cor- 
responded to the other organizations in that certain people were as- 
signed in the executive committee to carry on the activities in various 
fields. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you explain to the ragga 2. gp the genera] 
nature of those assignments and the fields in which they were to 
operate ¢ 

Mr. Apams. Well, counsel, I am really trying to answer this to the 
best of my ability, but the San Diego Communist Party always was 
a strange party to me, in that nobody seemed to ever do things as I 
had been taught that Communists were supposed to do. 

In other words, the organization was a very haphazard organiza- 
tion. No one, see mingly, was too responsible for anything, and 
naturally no one carry ing out the job that they were assigned to. 

Now, people in the executive committee were responsible for re- 
cruiting members. Other people would naturally be responsible for 
the circulation of the literature. That is, to the best of my recollec- 
tion, about the 3 divisions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was in charge of the recruitment of new mem- 
bers, or the work of recruitment of new members from the executive 
committee of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Apams. I will decline to answer that, counsel, and refer you to 
my statement on the previous questions as the reason for my 
declination. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Apams. I shall, Congressman, answer your direction in the 
same Inanner, 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was in charge of the work of distribution of 
Communist Party literature ? 

Mr. Apams. The same answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Apams. And my answer to you, Congressman, is the same. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Who was the head of the Communist Party at the 
time you were a member of the executive committee, that is, the head 
of the party in San Diego County ? 

Mr. Apams. I shall decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Apams. And my answer, Congressman, is the same, upon the 
grounds previously stated, and I wish the record to show that any 
time I refuse to name an individual it is for the reasons previously 
stated. 

Mr. Jackson. It will be understood by the committee, without 
objection, that when the witness’ refusal to answer is entered, it will 
be upon the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. ApaMs. Thank you, Congressman. Also, counsel, I would like 
to add one other thing and have it apply to the refusal before, that 
this information is cumulative and it is well known that it is not 
necessary that this committee have cumulative information; that this 
committee has the answers to the questions which they already asked 
me, in my opinion. 

Mr. Jackson. That may be your opinion, but let the Chair state 
that the Chair is not personally in possession of all of the information 
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to which the questions are directed and I am confident Mr. Doyle is 
not in possession of that information. 

Mr. Doytr. I wish the witness to know that I am not in possession 
of any information as to what your Communist Party activities were. 

Mr. Apams. I am telling you about it, though. 

Mr. Doytx. So your connection with the Communist Party and 
who you functioned with in the Communist Party is very material, sir. 

Mr. Apams. Are you telling me, Congressman, you didn’t know 
anything about my previous activities until you got here today ? 

Mr. Doyte. I am telling you that only superficially did I read what 
your record was. 

Mr. Jackson. I will make it more positive than that. I had no 
knowledge until I took this chair of your detailed activities within 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Apams. Then you do not read the reports of your investigators 
before you take the chair? 

Mr. J ACKSON. No, not aac In your case | did not. 

Mr. Apams. That is an astounding statement. 

Mr. Jackson. Well, I don’t know Ah at itisso astounding. I imagine 
that in judicial proceedings throughout the country that it would be 
very unusual for a judge to read all the testimony that had been 


cde veers I don’t relate that to this committee, but I do not think 
it is at all unusual to ap promt a witness objectively. 

Mr. Do yuk. Mr. Chairman, I happen to be a member of the bar, the 
California bar, and I have known of occasions when busy lawyers have 


gone into the coubtewen fon trial without having previously read the 
records, and I assume this lawye r has done that, too. 

Mr. Apams. I do it all the time, especially in criminal cases. I find 
it much easier to defend them. 

Mr. Doyur. That is right. 

Mr. Jackson. paeeee, < counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the chief activity of the Communist Party 
in San Diego at the time you were a member of the executive com- 
mittee? 

Mr. Apams. Recruiting membership, selling literature, extending 
the circulation of the Daily World. 

Mr. TAvenner. Were you a member of the Office Workers’ Union 
during the entire period of your me mbership in San Diego? 

Mr. Anas. I joined the Office Workers’ Union before I rejoined 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you were still a member of the Office Workers’ 
Union at the time you left the party ? 

Mr. Apams. I am not too sure on dates, but think I was. I wouldn’t 
want to be posi tive, make a positive statement, because my memory 
fails me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there other members of the Communist Party 
within your local union ? 

Mr. Apams. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you endeavor to recruit any members in the 
Communist Party from your local union? 

Mr. Apams. No. 

Mr. TavenneR. Was any effort made, as far as you know, by other 
Communist Party members to recruit members into the Communist 
Party from your local union? 
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Mr. Apams. Not from my local union, counsel], no. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. Is there any special reason for that that you know 
of? You say, one of the main objectives was to recruit members. 

Mr. Apams. Yes, that is correct, but the Communist Party in the 
United States, as elswhere in the world, naturally concentrates on 
recruitment of industrial workers, and that is not from the security 
angle either, Congressman, but that has been a program before the 
security problem arose, and if your forces are limited, you would 
naturally assign them as much as possible to recruit people from in- 
dustry, and office workers are not considered industrial workers in any 
sense of the word. 

Mr. Jackson. Just to have the record straight on the matter of 
W het her « r not there is an etlort mace to clire ‘| into indust rial ( hannels, 
there IS sworn testimony before the committee, and | belic ve it Was 


developed during the course of the investigation into the activity of 
the Communist Party in District 4, which comprises Maryland and 
the District of Columbia, that in some instances office workers were 


recruited into the party and directed to work in the Sparrow’s Point 
plant of the Bethlehem Steel Corporation. 

There is other sworn testimony which indicates beyond any per 
adventure of a doubt that a determined effort was made to direct 
workers into industry who had no previous training in industry. 

Prov eed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Apams. Yes, Congressman, the direction of people into indus- 
try is common practice on the part of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. I felt that that matter was not made 
statement, and as it stood it might indicate that the 


arty did not attempt to infiltrate people into defense 


clear in yout 
Communist P 
plants. 

Mr. Apams. Take this whole point of my refusal to answer names 
on individuals, I don’t know what other people did. 

Mr. JAcKson. What we are try ing to determine, is what the people 


ke to know 


in the Communist Party are doll oO today. We would hi 
what their activities are. 

Mr. Avams. I think you know, Congressman. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not sure whether you specifically answered 
my question whether or not to your knowledge an effort was made 
by the Communist Party to recruit members from your local union, 
the Office Workers’ Union. 

Mr. Apams. The answer to that, counsel, I made is no. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain a member of the Com- 
munist Party in San Diego? 

Mr. Apams. I was expelled from the San Diego Communist Party 
in the early part of 1944. No, wait a minute. 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether during that period there was 
a group of the Communist Party in San Diego generally referred to 
as a professional branch or group of the party ? 

Mr. Apams. I have no knowledge of any professional branch or 
group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you acquire information during your Commu- 
nist Party membership indicating to you that such a group did exist? 

Mr. Apams. The answer to that would be no. I don’t believe I did. 
I have no present recollection of having acquired any such knowledge. 
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I think such a group was not existent at that time, because I am quite 
sure if there had been such a group I might have been assigned to it. 
So I base my answer mainly on that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, at that time you were not a member of the 
legal profession. Just what was the nature of your employment dur- 
ing the period in 1944 to 19462 You have told us, but I do not recall 
exactly what you said about that period. 

Mr. Apams. Assistant paymaster, newspaper reporter, job dispatch- 
er, writer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, from that employment, the nature of that 
employment, it is not necessarily true that you would have been ad- 
mitted to a professional cell or group of the party, would it? 

Mr. Avams Not necessarily, that is correct. But if there had been 
such a group I am sure I would have had some knowledge about it, 
and at this time I have no recollection of any such knowledge, and I 
don’t believe there was such a group at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any experience with professional 
groups of the Communist party in Minnesota? 

Mr. Apams. Very little; mainly among teachers. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the general purpose of having set up 
in the Communist Party plan a group or branch known as the profes- 
sional branch ? 

Mr. Apams. Well, the national committee of the Communist Party 
has a commission, which is a national commission, which concentrates 
on people of various nationalities. By the same token, in a State or- 
ganz ition, national organization, county organization, in many locali- 
ties, they have a special section which is ‘composed of professional peo- 
ple, because professional people do not, in the main, like to associate 
and mingle, they feel better mingling with each other. Therefore, 
they are placed in a group of their own. 

Mr. Tavenner. I thought the Communist Party prided itself on 
absolute equality. 

Mr. Apams. There is no equality in this world, Congressman, 
whether it is in the Communist Party or in the Republican Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a matter of fact, wasn’t the real reason for the 
establishment of professional cells a matter of security to certain in- 
dividuals who otherwise would not come into the Communist Party? 

Mr. Apams. I don’t believe that was the original idea. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, we have had the testimony in Los Angeles 
by a Mr. Harold Ashe, who was one of the early State organizers of 
the Communist Party in California, and it was through him that the 
first professional group of the Communist Party was formed in Cali- 
fornia, in Los Angeles, in which he testified to that very point, that 
it was done in order to protect their identity, even from other Com- 
munist Party members. 

Now, in this case, if there was any such, if there was a professional 
group or cell of the Communist Party in San Diego, it was so secret 
that you didn’t even know of its existence. 

Mr. Apams. That is entirely possible, but I think the reasoning 
there is a little erroneous, for the simple reason that professional 
people are pretty well known to each other, and it would probably 
be safer to have professional people sprinkled among industrial 
branches, small branches, from the viewpoint of protecting their 
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identity, rather than having them in one large group, where all the 
doctors know each other, all the dentists know each other, all the 
attorneys know each other; somebody is going to say something out 
of turn. From the security standpoint, I think it would be much 
better to sprinkle them out. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is just your pe rsonal view. 

Mr. Apams. That is my personal view; yes. 

Mr. TAVEN NER. Will you tell the committee, ple: ise, the circum 
stances under which you left the Communist P arty in San Diego? 

Mr. Apams. May I refresh my recollection, Mr. Chairman. 

Well, by 1946, Mr. Chairman, I had decided that I was no longer 
a revolutionist; I no longer agreed that the program of the Com- 
munists would solve the problems America was faced with. I decided 
basically that I was in disagreement with Communists. I recognized 
that many people of the Communist Party were not really Com- 
munists. Many of them did not know what communism was. I 
decided I was not a Communist, therefore I would have no place in 
the Communist movement. 

[ had a very decided difference of opinion with the leadership of 
the Communist Party, starting with the famous Duclos communica 
tion, the Duclos letter, which was the beginning of the ideological 
conflict that developed between me and the Communist Party, and 
which led to my expulsion in the early part of 1946. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Let us stop at that moment, and I would lke for 
you to state to the committee just how the Duclos letter was involved 
: your decision—not your decision to leave the Communist Party, 
but how it was involved in the controversy that r ulted in your dis- 
missal from the party, and in order to do ha possibly you should 
explain what has been explained before to the committee, just what 
the Duclos letter was and wherein you disagreed with it, if you did. 

Mr. oon Yes: ] a endeavor to do that. 

There had been a gradual change in the policy of the Communist 
Party, starting ake seuuibily 1936. The domestic program of the 
Communist Party became more watered down. ‘The revolutionary 
aspects of the Communist Party were shoved more and more in the 
background. The impetus for this was doubtless George Dimitrov’s 
presentation of the program of the united front before the Seventh 
World Congress of the Communist International in 1935. 

At that time the objectives of the Communist Party throughout the 
world were conceived to play a L part in organizing everyone who was 
against fascism and who was against war into one common front to 
oppose Hitler and Mussolini, to take people of other political faiths, 
beliefs, and so on, and try to get them into an organization in oppo- 
sition to Hitler and Mussolini. 

Now, the united front, in my opinion, was never properly applied 
in America by the Communist leaders. Earl Browder, for instance, 
applied it to the point that by 1945 the Communist Party was being 
liquidated in America. I think it is a historical fact that broad 
sections of the Communist Party in the South were entirely liquidated, 
and the party had no organization in those sections of the country. 

This whole trend, doubtless, caused a great deal of concern among 
Communists throughout the world, the leaders of the Communist 
Party world, such as France, Italy, and the Soviet Union. 
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Duclos was, in mv opinion, selected by these people to write the 
celebrated letter which threw Browder out on the water, saying that 
in other countries they were not carrying out a Communist line and 
it would be necessary to reorganize their entire organization and re- 
examine their strategy pattern and so on. 

The organizational apparatus of the international Communist 
ovement was more or less nonexistent from the time of the liquida- 
tion of the Comintern until the time of the restoration of the Comin- 
form after the war. 

Evidently there was no concrete exchange of plans and ideas be- 
tween the leaders of the various Communist Parties throughout the 
world, so we found many Communist Parties developed different pro- 
grams during that period, and the Duclos letter was one of these 
means taken to try to make Bolsheviks out of a bunch of liberals who 
had gotten into the Communist P: irty movement. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it true to say that Duclos found fault with 
Browder for having considered that the Teheran Conference set a 
new plan for the Communist Party; that is, one in which the Com- 
munist Party could get along with capitalism and they could both 
aie together? Isn’t that about the substance of it? 

Mr. Apams. Yes; definitely. Browder had a theory that after the 
war the Communists were going to be able to live with the Capitalists 
and vice versa, the lamb and the lion were going to lie down together, 
everything was going to be rosy; sti undards of living were going 
to increase 100 percent; there would be no revolutionary movement 
because there would c no need of a revolutionary movement. 

Mr. Tavenner. And Foster was a critic of Browder, along with 
Sam Darcy and other leading Communists of the countr y; and Due los 
took up the gavel, along with Foster, and that resulted in the ousting 
of Browder. 

Mr. Apams. Yes: in my opinion Foster is a brave man, but probably 
the biggest political opportunist that ever hit the American scene. 
I remember aha n the Duclos letter came to America and the stand 
of Foster was in a more or less secret meeting. Darcy at that time 
went outside of the secret meeting of the national committee and did 
some work, for which he was expelled from the party. 

ut I think Foster is an opportunist of the first water and simply 
jumped on the bandwagon, becayse he felt the majority of the Com- 
munists in America would agree with the program. 

Mr. TAVENNER. And the force and effect of the Duclos letter was to 
tell the Communist Party in the United States that it had been all 
wrong and it was now necessary to return to the revolutionary prin- 
ciples of the party? 

Mr. Apams. That is correct: and told them so in a very forceful 
manner. But it is not the first time the international movement told 
the American Communists they were all wrong. It happened once 
before in 1928, I believe, when Lovestone was thrown out of the party. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Do you know anything about the Lovestone move- 
ment in the San Diego area? 

Mr. ApAms. I was not aware that there was a Lovestone movement 
here. That is news to me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you aware that there was a Lovestone move- 
ment in San Diego? 
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Mr. Apams. No; I have had no contact with any type of a Love- 
stone movement in, oh, °35, or thereabouts. 

Mr. Tavenner. Allright. Proceed with your answer. 

Mr. Apams. Well, counsel, I think I have just about finished. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Now, you have stated in a general way what the 
Duclos letter was, and how it reversed the policies of Browder. In 
what way did that lead to differences of opinion between you and the 
leadership of the Communist Party in San Diego, if I understand you 
correctly / 

Mr. Apams. Well, when the Duclos letter hit San Diego, some of 
the leaders of the Communist Party played more or less the same role 
that Foster did. I accused them of being opportunists in trying to 
wait to see which way the wind was blowing. 

Secondly, it was apparent to me that the Duclos letter meant that 
anyone calling himself a Communist would have to be a revolutionist. 

As I said before, I by that time had decided I was not a revolu- 
tionist, so in the antagonisms that were developed over the Duclos 
ietter, the conflict between me and the party leaders led to my expul- 
sion once more. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you receive your notice of the expulsion ? 

Mr. Apams. I was told I was being dropped, about 6 months later 
I was told I had been expelled. I do not think they turned the name 
over to the daily papers, which they did later on, to some people that 
they expelled. The information was furnished to me by word of 
mouth. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you called before a committee or a group of 
the Communist Party on this matter? 

Mr. Apams. No. 

Mr. TavenNEr. What body of the Communist Party took that 
action ? 

Mr. Apams. I do not know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the head of the Communist Party in 
San —r2 County at the time this action was taken ¢ 

Mr. Apams. I am going to have to decline to answer hat on the 
grounds heretofore stated, because I do not know what this monkey 
is doing now, and I am not about to get tied in with anything he has 
done since. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did this mean the end of your Communist Party 
activities ? 

Mr. Apams. It certainly did. 

Mr. TAvENNER. I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the witness be di- 
rected to answer the question. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness will answer the question. 

Mr. Apams. I did my best. I thought the question was, did this 
mean the end of your Communist Party activities, and it certainly 
did. 

Mr. Tavenner. The prior question, which you refused to answer. 

Mr. Apams. I am sorry. 

Mr. Jackson. The Chair now directs the witness to answer. 

Mr. Apams. The same answer, Mr. Congressman. 

Mr. Jackson. Who was the person who notified you of your expul- 
sion from the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Apams. The same answer, Mr. Chairman. 
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Mr. Jackson. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Apams. The same answer. 

Mr. Dorie. At that point may I ask you this: From what level of 
the Communist Party were you told you were expelled? 

Mr. Apams. I was told I was being dropped by the head of the 
Communist Party in San Diego at that time. Later on I was told by 
some fifth wheel in the organization that I was expelled. 

Mr. Doyte. And the fifth wheel was also in the San Diego Com- 
munist Party level or was it a higher level ? 

Mr. Apams. A higher level. 

Mr. Dorie. Does that mean the State level or national level. 

Mr. Apams. I think international. 

Mr. Doyte. International ? 

Mr. Apams. Yes. 

Mr. Doyite. And was he an American citizen, as far as you know, 
or citizen of some other nation ? 

Mr. Apams. It wasa woman. I do not think she was an American 
citizen. I think maybe she was on the payroll of the State Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. Doyier. I didn’t understand your answer. 

Mr. Apams. It was a woman, not a citizen of the United States, but 
an employee, I think, of either the FBI or the State Department. 

Mr. Dore. By Stat e Department you refer to the State Depart- 
ment of the United States of America? 

Mr. Apams. I do. 

Mr. Doyitr. Had youever met that woman before ? 

Mr. Apams. I did. 

Mr. Dorie. As a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Apams. No. 

Mr. Jackson. At the time of your expulsion did she represent her- 
self to be a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Apams. She did. 

Mr. Jackson. What was the name of that individual? 

Mr. Apams. Helga Weigert. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you spell it, please ? 

Mr. Apams. Oh, Congressman, I couldn’t begin to. It is a German 
name. Maybe the reporter could help us out? 

Mr. TavENNER. W-e-i-g-e-r-t. 

Mr. Apams. That sounds about correct. 

Mr. Dorie. What year was that, please ? 

Mr. Apams. 1946. 

Mr. Doyte. She told you or: ally that you were expelled? Did she 
communicate that fact to you in California or some place else? 

Mr. Apams. In California. 

Mr. Doyte. In San Diego? 

Mr. Apams. Yes, I believe so, yes. 

Mr. Doytr. Was she at that time a resident of California, as far as 
you knew ? 

Mr. Apams. I couldn’t say, but I think she was. 

Mr. Doytr. And to your knowledge was she at that time a member 
of the staff of the State Department of the United States? 

Mr. Apams. That is simply what I suspect. To my knowledge, no. 
I had no knowledge except the thing added up to that. 


ee a 
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Mr. Dorie. Had you ever met her before ? 

Mr. Apams. I had. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she married ? 

Mr. Apams. She was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was her husband’s name? 

Mr. Apams. George Lohr. 

Mr. TAvENNER . Was George Lohr the one who notified you that you 
were to be dropped from the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Apams. I must refuse to answer that on the grounds heretofore 
stated. 

Mr. TavenNEr. Was George Lohr the head of the Communist Party 
in San Diego at that time? 

Mr. Apams. I must refuse to answer that on the grounds heretofore 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know where George Lohr and Helga Weigert 
are now? 

Mr. Apams. Well, I understand that George Lohr is a citizen of 
the United States, having been born in the east, returned to Germany 
as a very young child, came out of Germany after the advent of Hitler, 
and I read in the new spaper a few weeks ago where George and Helge 
had gone to Czechoslovakia, had fled behind the Iron Curtain, so- 
called. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will you tell the committee, please, all you know 
regarding the activities in the Communist Party of George Lohr in 
San Diego, if you know of any such activities? 

Mr. Apams. Helga Weigert was never known to me to be a Commu- 
nist. I have no compunction about testifying anything I know about 
her. On the grounds heretofore stated, I refuse to answer that 
question. 

Mr. TaveNnNER. I suggest the witness be directed to answer. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is directed to answer. 

Mr. Apams. The same answer, Congressman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you appear here as a witness pursuant to a 
subpena served upon you? 

Mr. Apams. Yes, counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. You said in substance to the effect that one of your 
responsibilities as a member of the Communist Party was expandin 
the list of writers and readers of the Daily People’s World, and to 
report news to the Daily People’s World. 

Mr. Apams. Yes, Congressman. 

Mr. Dorie. That was while you were an active member of the 
Communist Party in San Diego? 

Mr. Apams. Yes. 

Mr. Dorie. To the best of your knowledge and belief at the time 
the Daily People’s World was one of the publicity media and organs 
of the Communist Party in the United States, was it ? 

Mr. Apams. Yes, certainly. 

Mr. Dorie. And your answer is what? 

Mr. Apams. Why, certainly. 

Mr. Dorie. What is your information, if any, you have as to 
whether there is a functioning party in San Diego at this date; I 
mean today ? 
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Mr. Apams. Well, Congressman, I am in this position; if they had 
a Communist revolution tomorrow, I think Newsome would be the 
first man here put out of the way. I would be No. 2, though I have had 
no knowledge of the Communist Party’s functions in San Diego since 
I was expelled from it. 

Mr. Doytx. That was in what month of 1946? 

Mr. Apams. It was in the early part of 1946, and I could not 
pinpoint the month down. 

Mr. Jackson. I would have to take issue with your order of priority 
for extermination if it came tomorrow. 

Mr. Apams. Well, Congressman, I think your political extermina- 
tion would come much faster than Newsome’s and mine. 

Mr. Jackson. That doesn’t keep me awake too many nights. 

Mr. ApAMs. I will hold a vote if you hold an elective office 10 years 
from now I will contribute 50 dollars to your political campaign. 

Mr. Jackson. Let’s hope you and L are still alive 10 vears from now, 
Mr. Adams. 

Mr. Apams. I expect to be. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner, I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Is there any reason why the witness should not be 
excused ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 


Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance under 
the ag we 
Mr. Doyle? 


Mr. Dorie. The other morning I called attention to the fact that 
as I entered the hall there was this yellow sheet and also one of these 
blue mineographed sheets handed to me. The only indication thereon 
as to who might have had it mimeographed and distributed being the 
30th District Young Democrats. 

You recall I asked at that time if there was such a group in San 
Diego I would like to know. I have ascertained that there 1s such a 
group and with reference to this particular handbill which was handed 
to me outside of the door of the Chamber of Commerce meeting the 
first day of the session, I have been handed this statement signed by 
members of the official board, of the executive 30th District Young 
Democrats of San Diego, dated Tuesday, April 20, 1954: 

The executive board of the 30th District Young Democrats wishes to make 
the following statement concerning their invitation to attend their meeting held 
last night at Carpenter’s Hall. The preparation of the paper was without the 
approval of the board and the distribution of the invitation was without the 
approval of the executive board. The board members regret that the language 
used may have been misinterpreted. 

(Signed) Derwent CONLEE, President. 
FLorA THOMAS, Treasurer. 
Berty NEuMAN, Publicity Chairman. 
Morris SAsKary, Parliamentarian. 
ZELLA CROWN, Advisory. 

I think this, Mr. Chairman, as long as I raised the point and there 
has been some publicity about it, I would like to have it included in 
our record. 

Mr. Jackson. It will be included at this point in the record. 

Mr. Counsel, who do you desire to call at this time? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Lloyd Hamlin. 
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Mr. Jackson. May we suspend for a moment ? 
Mr. TAvenNER. Yes. 

(At this time a short recess was taken.) 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 
Mr. Tavenner. I would like to call Mr. Wheeler. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM A. WHEELER 


Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, please, and be sworn ? 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give before 
this subcommittee you will tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth so he Ip you God? 

Mr. Wueeter. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Wheeler, what is your name? 

Mr. Wueever. William A. Wheeler. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. You are an investigator for the Committee on 
Un-American Activities ? 

Mr. Wurever. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been such an investigator 4 

Mr. Wuereter. Approximately 7 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the course of the performance of your duties did 
you serve a subpena upon the last witness who was on the stand, Mr. 
Richard Adams, for his : appearance here / 

Mr. Wueeter. This particular subpena, at my direction, under the 
direction of the chairman of the committee, was given to Mr. A. E. 
Jansen, chief of police of San Diego. It was served by the police 
department. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have the return of the subpena ¢ 

Mr. Wuee er. I do, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence, Mr. Chairman, and 
ask it - marked “Wheeler Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Jackson. It will be so admitted. 

( The document above referred to was marked “Wheeler Exhibit 
No. 1” for identification and received in evidence.’) 

Mr. TAvENNER. That will be all, Mr. Wheeler. 

Mr. Jackson. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Lloyd Hamlin. 


TESTIMONY OF LLOYD HAMLIN 


Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, sir? 

Do you solemnly swear that in the testimony you are about to give 
before this subcommittee, you will tell the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Hamuain. I do, sir. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Hamurn. My name is L loyd Hamlin. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Are you accompanied by counsel? 

Mr. Hamu. No, I am not. 

Mr. TavenneER. Do you desire counsel ? 

Mr. Hamuin. No, sir. 





1 Retained in committee files. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Hamlin, do you appear here pursuant to the 
provisions of a subpena served upon you? 

Mr. Hamu. I do. 

Mr. TavenNER. When and where were you born, Mr. Hamlin? 

Mr. Hamuty. I was born in Missouri in 1914. 

Mr. TavENNER. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Hamu. I now reside at 1807 East Westinghouse Street. in 
San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in San Diego? 

Mr. Hamutn. I have lived in San Diego since 1942. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Hamlin, would you speak just a little louder, 
please ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to your coming to San Diego in 1942, where 
did you reside / 

Mr. Hamuin. I was residing in El Paso, Tex 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you live in Texas / 

Mr. Hamurn. Let’s see. I lived there from 1938 until 1942. 

Mr. Taverner. Mr. Hamlin, have you at any time engaged in work 
for a Government agency within the Communist Party , 

Mr. Hamurn. Yes, sir; I have. 

Mr. Tavenner. During what period of time were you so engaged 
in work ¢ 

Mr. Hamuin. From the early part of 1945 until February of 1952. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was that work performed ? 

Mr. Hamuin. That work was performed primarily in San Diego 
and in the San Diego area 

Mr. Tavenner. Before your employment for that purpose had you 
been affiliated with the Communist Party in any manner? 

Mr. Hamury. No, sir; I had not. 

Mr. TaveNnNER. Wiil you tell the committee, please, what motivated 
you in taking the assignment which you have spoken of / 

Mr. Hamuin. Early in 1943 and 1944, when I was with the Naval 
Intelligence, I became acquainted with many of the Communist-pub- 
lished books on Marxism, and at that particular time I was con- 
vinced, after having read a few of those books, and making a very 
short study of communism, that communism was a real threat; that 
communism would become more and more a threat to the United 
States and to the world, and if there was anything that I could 
possibly do to help alleviate or to crush this ideology, that I would 
be w illing to do so. 

Mr. Tavenner. So the access of Communist Party material to you 
had the effect of bringing you to the conclusion that you should fight 
it rather than to join it and advance it? 

Mr. Hamuin. Definitely, and that everyone should do it. 

Mr. Tavenner. What agency of the Federal Government was it 
that employed you to work within the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hamury. Originally it was Naval Intelligence. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you work with Naval Intelligence / 

Mr. Hamu. Something over a year, and then I was transferred 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you working for the Naval Intelligence dur- 


ing any part of the time that you were a member of the party in San 
Diego? 


Mr. Hamuin. Yes, sil 
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Mr. Tavenner. At the time that you became interested in this 
subject, I believe you said you were in the Armed Forces. 

Mr. Hamurn. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What branch of the service? 

Mr. Hamurn. Naval Intelligence. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were with Naval Intelligence at the time you 
read this material ? 

Mr. Hamuin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in the Navy? 

Mr. Hamutn. Oh, almost 3 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. During that period of time where were you 
stationed ? 

Mr. Hamurn. Here in San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you at any time testified in the F ede ral Court 
regarding your knowledge be Communist Party activities 

Mr. Hamurn. Yes, sir; I did. I testified as a a ene wit- 
ness against the top Communists in California in February, 1952 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that the case of United States against William 
Schneiderman and others? 

Mr. Hamurn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, to perform the work that you per- 
formed within the party, was it necessary for you to become a 
member ¢ 

Mr. Hamuin. Yes, sir; it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly, when 
you become a member and such circumstances that you feel at liberty 
to disclose regarding your joining the Communist P arty ¢ 

Mr. Hamurn. I became a member of the Communist Party in May 
of 1945, upon the direct invitation of Morgan Hull, who was at that 
time country organizer of the Communist Party in San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you exssigned to any particular group or cell 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hamuin. Yes, sir; I was assigned immediately to the Trade 
Union Club, I believe was the designation of it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you describe what you mean by the Trade 
Union Club of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hamurn. This was a small group of individuals in the Com- 
munist Party who worked in industry, where they were members of 
trade union organizations. The general outline of procedure in this 
particular club was primarily from the standpoint of an educational 
discussion of current events and party ideology. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many composed the membership of that club? 

Mr. Hamurn. This club was very small and even remained as a 
club itself for only a short period of time. Actually, during this 
period of May and June, July, and possibly August of 1945, there 
was the reconstruction of the Communist Party from the Communist 
Political Association into the Communist Party again. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time you first became a member in May 
1945, was that the Communist Political Association, or was it the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Hamuin. That was the Communist Political Association. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many months did it remain the Communist 
Political Association before it reverted to the former designation of 
Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Hamuty. Only a few months, and, as I remember, our San 
Diego County convention of the Communist Party was held in Sep- 
tember, and at that particular time I know there were a number of 
speeches given by the topnotch Communists here in San Diego as to 
their chagrin at having been led astr: Ly by the Browder theory of com- 
munism and the definite exultation at being able to reorganize them- 
selves into a revolutionary party again, a Bolshevik type of party, 
which would now be the Communist Party again. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have with you the original Communist 
Party card that was issued to you, or a photostatic copy of one? 

Mr. Hamutin. I believe there is a photostatic copy available. I do 
not have it in my pocket. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, all that you can 
about the functioning of this trade union club to which you were first 
assioned / 

Mr. Hamuin. Well, actually, this particular club, as I say, was dis- 
banded into an overall organization citywide. At that tle most of 
the members of the Communist Party actually were meeting in one 


big session, so that our club was dispensed with as a unit or as a club 
and we then attended these several citywide meetings. It was not 
until a little bit later that clubs were again actually organized. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain 2 member of the Com 


munist Party ? 

Mr. Hamury. I actually remained a card carrying member of the 
Communist Party in that sense of the eek which is very ambiguous, 
and some time I would like to go into that, up until July of 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any aba type of membership than 
that of a carrier of a Communist Party card after 1950? 

Mr. Hamurn. Yes. There are a number of ways of being Com 
munists. 

Mr. Tavenner. Possibly you should give us a full explanation of 
that now. 

Mr. Hamury. If I may, very shortly. It is something that is very 
dear and near to my heart, inasmuch as there are m: iny people in the 
United States today, and in San Diego as well, who are actually Com- 
munist s, but who have never carried a Communist Party ecard, inas- 
much as they are afraid at some particular time they may be indicted 
or may be called before committees of this type, and they want to be 
able at that time to say in the legal sense of the word which entails the 
earrying of the Communist Party card, “No; I am not a Com- 
munist.” 

However, these people are, in many instances, more ardent Com- 
munists than the so-called card carrying Communist. 

Mr. Jackson. May I ask the witness without reference to the names 
of individuals of that kind, do you personally know of such instances? 

Mr. Hamurtn. Those are the people whom I am associated with here 
in San Diego. One of my particular assignments of the Communist 
Party here was to work with this type of individual, to work with 
front organizations, and with veteran organizations. 

Mr. Doytr. May I ask this: They may not have carried cards, but 
were they nevertheless members of the Communist Party, even though 
they didn’t carry a Communist Party card with them, they neverthe- 
less were members of the party ? 
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Mr. Hlamutn. They are in all instances in their beliefs and their 
physical actions, in ‘their contributions, financially and physically, 
Communist Party members, but legally they can say they are not 
members, as neither they nor the Communist Party desire that they 
carry Communist Party cards. ; ' 

Mr. Doytr. Do they attend Communist Party meetings / 

Mr. Hamuin. Secret meetings only. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that you carried a Communist Party 
card until June 1950. ; 

Mr. Hamuin. May I correct you there? 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Hamuin. Actually, Communist Party cards were done away 
with, I believe, as early as probably 1947 or 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Hamurn. They were actually done away with. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understood you to say you got out of the Com- 
munist Party in February 1952. Then what is the significance of the 
date in 1950 which you gave as ‘the time of membe rship 1 in the party ¢ 

Mr. Hamurn. In July of 1950 the Communist Party in San Diego 
and this is the pattern throughout the United States, I believe 
deemed it advisable to dispense with party clubs and party organiza- 
tional meetings as such. I was called to discuss this with two individ- 
uals in July of 1950, and at that particular time one of the individuals 
told me that it was necessary and important that the Communist 
Party have friends and people that they could count on who were not 
actu: ally being considered as card-carry ing C ommunist Party members 
in order that the y could have help from these mere us , and from 
that particular time on I was to consider myself not as a card-carrying 
Communist, but that I would have direct contacts from a party person 
who was named at this particular time, that I would continue to pay 
in such moneys as I had previously paid into the een Party, 
but that those moneys would not be considered as dues and a sus- 
taining fund, as they had previously been. In aie words, it was my 
impression at the particular time that I, like a great many other Com- 
munist Party people, was being asked to go underground. 

Mr. Tavenner. This was a part of the Communist plan, to go un- 
derecround with this organization ? 

Mr. Hamurn. That was, of course, not definitely stated at that par- 
ticular time, may I emphasize that. However, it has been known, 
and is known at this particular time, that that was a definite pattern 
throughout the United States as far as the Communist Party was 
concerned. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was it that gave you this instruction? 

Mr. Hamurn. Mrs. Celia Shermis and Verna Langer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell those names for us? 

Mr. Hamutn. Celia Shermis, S-h-e-r-m-i-s, and Verna L-a-n-g-e-r. 

Mr. Tavenner. What positions did they occupy at that time in the 
Communist Party in San Diego? 

Mr. Hamutn. Mrs. Shermis was chairman of our club, which at that 
time was the Linda Vista Club, if I remember correctly, and Mrs. 
Langer, I believe, was the secretary-treasurer. 

Mr. Tavenner. That took place in 1950? 

Mr. Hamutrn. In July, I believe, if I remember correctly, yes, sir. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Well, later in your testimony I will return to that 
general subject of your operations and your knowledge of Communist 
Party activities from 1950 to 1952. 

But let us return now to the beginning of your work in the party 
in this area. I hand you a card made out in the name of Lloyd Ham- 
lin by the Communist Political Association bearing No. 96270, and 
I will ask you if that is a photost: = copy of the card which was issued 
you when you became a member, or at some later period ? 

Mr. Hamurn. Yes, sir. This anuenee to be one of the first cards 
that I was issued, a photostatic copy of one of the first cards I was 
issued. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe at this point it would be well for you to 
describe to the committee what the Communist Party set up was, and 
organizational set up was in this area when you became a member. 
But just a moment. 

Do you want to break at this time, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, I think it might be a good idea. The commit- 
tee will stand in recess until 10: 15. 

(At this time a recess was taken.) 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Hamlin, the unanswered question is will you 
ple ase describe to the committee the organizational se tup of the Com 
munist Party in San Diego during the period of your membership ? 

Mr. Hamu. The organization was set up in San Diego, I believe, 
like all county organizations in the Communist Party are set up. We 
have a county — committee, or a county executive board, that is, 
so-called, elected at county conventions. These county conventions 
are ae sed to a once every 2 years, and as I recollect, but in some 
instances this may be changed by the national setup. 

After your county committees, then you have Communist Party 
cells or clubs. From the bottom up then your county committee is re- 
sponsible to your State organization. The State organization in re- 
turn, I understand, is in most instances subject to the rules and regu- 
lations that are handed down by districts, and the districts then go 
to the national committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have told us that you were a member of the 
Trade Union Club only a short period of time. 

Mr. Hamurn. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the next group of the Communist Party 
to which you were assigned ? 

Mr. Hamuin. The next official group or club that T was assigned to 
wasthe East San Diego Club, T believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many composed the membership of that club? 

Mr. Hamrin. Offhand I would say some 12 or 15 persons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell the committee who the leading mem- 
bers of that club were, that is, those who occupied some position in 
the club, and also name any other members of the club that you can 
recall ? 

Mr. Hamran. Well, Lillian Hunt was for a time chairman of that 
particular club, as T remember. Joseph Langer was a member of the 
elub. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether Joseph Langer held any 
position with the club? 
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Mr. Hamuiy. I believe he was dues and membership chairman or 
director, as they sometimes are called. Benjamin Haddock was a 
member of that club. 

Mr. ‘TavenneR. Just a minute. 

Mr. Chairman, Benjamin Haddock testified before the committee 
in Washington within the past 30 or 60 days and admitted his former 
Communist Party membership in San Diego, and told the onmanitnen 
the circumstances under which he left the party and that he had full 
and completely broken with the party. The witness fully steer vainin 
with the committee. ' 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well, hy you will proceed. 

Mr. Hamurn. Let’s see. Nathan Zah: ilsky was a member of that 
club for a short period of time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall a person by the name of Margaret 
Garth? 

Mr. Hamuin. Margaret Garth was a member of the club. Robert 
Watrous. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name ? 

Mr. Hamurn. W-a-t-r-o-u-s. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you a member of that group? 

Mr. Hamu. Up until the early spring of 1946, I believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what the gen 
eral functions of that group were, what it attempted to do? 

Mr. Hamuin. Well, that group was organized and set up on what 
is known in the party as a neighborhood basis. The members of the 
club are supposed to live in the particular neighborhood or area, and 
they in turn are supposed to work on neighborhood problems, or prob 
lems that are particular to their certain area 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not certain whether I interrupted you before 
you completed your statement of membership of that club. 

Mr. Hamurn. Well, let’s see. It has been some time ago. 

There were other members, of course, in the club. I don’t remem- 
ber all the names at this particular time. Perhaps later I will be able 
to recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall a person by the name of Lee Grego- 
vich ¢ 

Mr. Hamutn. Lee Gregovich was a member of the East San Diego 
Club; yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hold any particular position in that club 
at any time? 

Mr. Hamurn. Toward the latter part of my stay in this club, yes, 
I was for a very short time, I believe, educational adviser. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Where did the club meet ? 

Mr. Hamutn. The club met generally in the home of Lillian Hunt 
on Highland Avenue in East San Diego, just off of El Cahone. 
Occasionally we would meet in the home of Bob Watrous and the 
home of Lee Gregovich occasionally. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated you were a member of that club until 
1946 ? 

Mr. Hamurn. Approximately ; yes, sir. 


1See Investigation of Communist Activities in the State of California—Part 2. 
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Mr. Tavenner. What period during 1946 ? 

Mr. Hamuty. As I remember, the early part of 1946, the spring, 
perhaps. 

Mr. 'TavennEr. Were you then transferred to another group of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Hamu. Yes, sir, I was transferred by George Lohr, who was 
at that time county organizer of the San Diego County Communist 
Party, to what he deemed the special club. 

Mr. TavENNER. Special club? 

Mr. Hamuin. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of this special club? 

Mr. Ha MI IN. The spe celal club, according to George Lohr, was made 
up, and the origin of the club was deemed necessary to include those 
persons in the Communist Party of San Diego who were working 
primarily in front organizations, or who had positions in San Diego 
that made it necessary that their ide ntity be kept secret, insomuch as 
they were Con imunists, not on ly from the gener: al pub lie, but if pos- 
sible from the Communist membe ‘rship itself. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that was for security rea 

Mr. Hamurin. Both inside : { ind outside the party ; ves. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why was it necessary to have this special club or 
group and to have its membership kept secret from other Communists ¢ 

Mr. Hamurn. The Communist Party members from the top leader 

n to the lowest echelon Communist trusts no one, and there is a 
constant feelin og that perhaps one of their own members is going 
to let the pub lic know that they are C NTN, so. therefore, there is 
aways, as is necessary in all « onspir: acies, this thing of secret org@aniza- 
tions into the organization. 

Mr. Jackson. In light of the number of people the FBI was able to 
infiltrate within the party, it appe ars to be jus stified. 

Mr. Hamutn. It is justified, s 

Mr. Tavenner. You were Lalanitl as I understand, to that special 
group ¢ 

Mr. Hamurn. Yes, sir 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you gain any position of prominence within 
that group ? 

Mr. coger pie Within a very short period of time I was made 
chairman of that parti ular group. 

Mr. TaveENNER. Chairman ¢ 

Mr. Hamuin. Yes. 


son ¢ 


qaown 


Mr. Tavenner. How many members did you have in that group 
at that time? ; 

Mr. Hamu. There were a dozen or so, I would say, between a 
dozen and 15. This number, of course, fluctuated from time to time. 


Mr. Tavenner. How long were you a member of this special 
secret group of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Hamuiy. This particular group changed its name from time 
to time. It was originally, as | recall, known as the special group, 
and it was then known as the professional group, and later they 
changed the name to the Morgan Hull Club, and the club was in 
existence until June of 1948. I believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. During this period of the change of names, did 
still maintain its same characteristics of security ? 

Mr. Hamury. Its same identity, yes. 
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Mr. TavennerR. Will you give the committee, please, the names of 
other officers of this club during the period that you were a member 
of it, this secret club, the one of which you were chairman for part 
of the time / 

Mr. Hamuin. Well, let’s see. Ray Morkowski was originally the 
chairman of that particular group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, just a minute. Will you give us such iden 
tifying information as you can regarding Ray Morkowski ‘ 

Mr. Hamutn. Ray Morkowski is at the present time not living in 
the San Diego area. He formerly lived in Linda Vista, was a func 
tionary in the CIO council, I believe, at one time, and president of the 
, and quite a figure in labor organizations in San Diego, and 
the CIO particularly. 

Mr. Tavenner. Because of his prominence in that field it was neces 
sary to secure his identity ¢ 

Mr. Hamuin. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell his last name / 

Mr. Hamurn. M-o-r-k-o-w-s-k-i. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. If you will give us the names of any 
other officers that you can remember. 

Mr. Hamuin. Jeff Boehm was a me inbe rr of our club, and formerly 
worked for the San Diego Journ: ul, L believe, as are porter. He lived 
on Titus Street in San Diego. He is not now livi ng in San Diego. 

Mr. Tavennrr. Do you recall what position he | held in this secret 
group ¢ 

Mr. Hamur. Jeff was at times educational adviser, and at one time 
was educational adviser for the whole county of San Diego, directly 
working under the county committee. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Let me interrupt you. 

Mr. Jackson. Counsel, may | interject at this point? In any 

stance where the witness has personal knowledge of subsequent sepa- 
ration from the party, if there are such instances, that it would be well 
to state that. 

Mr. Hamuiy. I will so state. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to interrupt you at this point and ask 
you to tell the committee what the chief functions of this group were; 
what were their projects; what were they attempting to accomplish ¢ 

Mr. Hamutn. The chief project of this group was, as I have enumer- 
ated before, that of working in front organizations directly under the 
sponsorship of, of course, the Communist Party, and me indirectly. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, do you know of any particular activity of the 
two persons that you named so far, Ray Morkowski and Jeff 
Boehm ? 

Mr. Hamuin. Ray Morkowski, as I have enumerated, was of par- 
ticular importance to the Communist Party because of his labor con- 
tracts and his very, very active participation in the labor movement, 
from the period of, ‘oh, possibly 1945 up until 1946, 1947 possibly. 

Jeff Boehm was very active from its inception in the Progressive 
Party. Jeff Boehm was also active in the American Veterans’ Commit- 
tee, of which I was county chairman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you give us the names of any other officers 
that you can now recall? 
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Mr. Hamury. Lynne Ackerstein was a member of this club. Lynne 
was, from 1948 until the time she left San Diego, 1950, I believe, head 
of the Independe nt Progressive Party here. Prior to her entrance 
in the Communist Patty she was an employee of the Federal Housing 
Administration in the Linda Vista are: 

Mr. Tavenner. As far as you know, she was not a member of the 
Communist Party at any time that she was working for the Federal 
Housing Administration ? . 

Mr. Hamu. Only for a very short period of time. She discussed 
that with me pr ior to her becoming a Communist, and she definitely 
wanted to get into the Communist Party and wanted to get out of her 
employme nt in the Housing, because it stifled her, as she said, from her 
political motives, and she wanted to know particularly if the Com- 
munist Party might be able to help her obtain a position so that she 
could make a livelihood. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Why was it necessary that she be assigned to this 
secret group of the ¢ ‘ommunist Party ¢ 

Mr. Hamrrn. Because of her work in the Independent Progressive 
Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, if you can give us the names of any others 
who occupied official positions, will you please do so? 

Mr. Hamurn. Well, Ernestine Gatewood was also a member of this 
club and was for a period of time secretary of the Independent Pro- 
gressive Party. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Do you know of any other activities of his in the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hamu. Of hers. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Of hers, rather. 

Mr. Hamurin. Activity in the Communist Party. She was quite 
active in the propagandizing and agitating of the Negro people from 
the ony ee of the Communist Party. 

A. C. Rogers was a member of this club, and A. C. Rogers is a 
rather well known person in San Diego from way back in the thirties, 
I believe, having held a number of positions in the old labor council at 
one time on the administrative forces of the Federal Housing Ad- 
ministration. I believe it was called something else at that particul: ur 
time. He was a figure in political circles. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Wasn’t he the chairman or the head of the Central 
Labor Council at one time? 

Mr. Hamuin. Yes; he was. 

Mr. Tavenner. And it was because of this prominence that he was 
in this secret group ? 

Mr. Hamurn. That is right. Might I add that the work of such 
indiv iduals as were in this club, particularly to the Communist Party, 
is in their not being known generally in public as Communists, because 
their work would be seriously handicapped, of necessity, if they are 
known by the public. 

If I might interject here a compliment to the public and say that the 
public gene ‘rally does not cooperate if and when they know who is a 
Communist and who is not by at least attempting to isolate them and 
making it difficult for them to work. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. Very well. Can you recall the names of any 
others? 
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Mr. Hamurn. James Toback was a member of our particular club. 
James also held a high position of trust with the Communist Party, 
inasmuch as for a number of years he was the person designated by 
the county organizer and the county committee to collect donations 
from the so-called angels of the Communist Party in San Diego. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Do you recall the names of others ¢ 

Mr. Hamuin. Wilma Crittenden was a member of this group for 
a period of time until she left San Diego. I am not sure of her posi- 
tion. It might have been a copyreader or reporter for the San Diego 
Union or Tribyne, I am not sure which. 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. And, of course, being identified with the press it 
was necessary that her identity be kept secret. 

Mr. Hamu. That is right. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Can you give us the names of others? 

Mr. Hamurn. Paul Sleeth was later on a member of this particular 
club. However, there was no particular reason why Paul was put in 
thisclub. This was ata later period. I might say, when people were 
being put into the club without any particular reason, because Paul 
never had a real important job in the Communist Party, but was 
usually assigned to so-called foot work, passing out leaflets, and 
things of that type. 

Mr. TAvenNnER. Can you identify others? 

Mr. Hamurn. Those are the particular names 1 remember now. 
It is possible 1 may remember some a little later on. 

Mr. 'TavenNER. Were you acquainted with a person by the name 
of Milton Lessner ? 

Mr. Hamurin. Milton Lessner was a member of this club, as was 
Mrs. Lessner, for quite a period of time. In fact, we met at their 
home in the Bay View Terrace housing project quite often. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall in what business Milton Lessner was 
engaged ¢ 

Mr. Hamurn. Mr. Lessner is engaged in the Superior Upholstery, 
or Seat Company, on Park Boulevard here in San Diego. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. He appeared as a witness here yesterday and stated 
that he was also during part of this period of time a probation officer 
in the probation department of the city of San Diego. Do you recall 
that ¢ 

Mr. Hamuin. Very vaguely; not from any particular important 
angle. He was also, I believe, an official in the housing project at 
onetime. Just what position he held I do not know. 

Oh, I am sorry. Lolita Gibson was quite an important person in 
our organization, inasmuch as she was dues and membership director, 
I believe, an ardent Communist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether she was known by any other 
name ¢ 

Mr. Hamurn. Her maiden name was Lolita Bunyard, and she later 
married Howard Gibson. I don’t remember the date of that. 

Mr. Jackson. Was Howard Gibson known to be a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hamurn. Howard Gibson has told me, after he returned from 
the war, the last World War, which would have been about 1944 or 
1945, along about that time, that he was formerly a member of the 
Communist Party, but that he did not desire to return as an actual 
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member of the Communist Party for legal reasons that I have already 
set forth. Howard Gibson is a very ardent Communist, met with 
the professional club on a number of occasions, and is known through- 
out the party as an expert on Marxism and materialistic dialectics. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall the names of any others ¢ 

Mr. Hamuin. Not at this time. The names escape me. There 
were a number of other people in this particular club; I am sure. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with a person by the name 
of Louis Pollack ¢ 

Mr. Hamurn. Yes. Mr. Pollack was a member assigned to this 
club, attended at least one meeting, and I believe no, | better not 
say, because I am not sure what I was going to say. Yes; Mr. Pol 
lack was a member of this club. 

Mr. Jackson. The meeting to which you have reference was a closed 
meeting of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Hamuin. Definitely; yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any occasion at any later date or at 
any time to see him at any other meeting of the Communist Party 
besides the one you have desc r ibed ¢ ¢ 

Mr. Hamuin. A closed meeting? 

Mr. TavenNER. Yes. 

Mr. Hamuin. No. May I interject a word here, please. Mr. Pol- 
lack again is in the category, and I can base this on facts, of an indi- 
vidual who did not wish his identity known as a Communist. Mr. 
Pollack made that known to the county committee, of which I was a 
member, early in 1947 at the registration period of time. At that time 
he and Mrs. Pollack were disc assed —_ at length in the county com- 
mittee, and it was decided because of their request to be dropped as 
actual members of the Communist Party, that they be dropped. There 
was no, may I point out, discussion in the county committee to the 
effect that either Mr. or Mrs. Pollack had disagreed with party prin- 
ciples, but primarily from the standpoint that they were afraid of 
being uncovered and, therefore, did not wish to remain card carrying 
Communists. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was the action taken by the county committee 
dropping them as party members? 

Mr. Hamurn. Early in 1947. 

Mr. TAavENNER, 1947? 

Mr. TavENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall a person by the name of Jack O’Brien ? 

Mr. Hamu. Jack and his wife, Blanche O’Brien, who was origi- 
nally Blanche Potompkins, were both members of this group. We met 
in their home quite frequently. Blanche was originally a Com- 
munist Party contact in the United Office and Professional Workers’ 
Union here in San Diego County, and in the city. Jack was a phys- 
icist at the Ryan Aeronautic plant. They are not now living in San 
Diego. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Were the members of this club dues paying members 
in the same manner in which other persons were dues paying members 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hamutn. Yes, they were, inasmuch as at meetings, of course, 
Communist Party meetings, dues were collected. These dues were put 
into a book by—and peculiarly enough in San Diego, at least in our 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 4879 


particular club, we identified people by numbers and not by aliases— 
and these dues, were of course, credited to their accounts by certain 
numbers that were designated to them. 

Mr. TAvENNER. To whom were these dues paid, do you know / 

Mr. Hamutn. Lolita Gibson, most of the time, was our dues col- 
lector. 

Mr. Tavenner. What disposition did she make of the dues col- 
lected ¢ 

Mr. Hamutn. These were then turned into the county organizational 
secretary, Who was Nancy Rosenfeld Lund, and from there they were 
supposed to have been disbursed to the State in a certain amount and 
the county kept a certain amount. The breakdown on that I am not 
positive of. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Do you know anything of special donations of con- 
tributions to the Communist Party by members of this special ¢ 
secret group of the party ? 

Mr. Hamurn. There were always constantly special donations. You 
paid dues based upon the amount of income you had, which is fixed by 
the national Communist Party, and appears on most of the original 
cards that were handed out. In addition to that, the individual club, 
the individual county, may have certain areas to cover by contributions, 

As an example, we in our club made an individual contribution of 
$1 each, in some cases more than that, what was known as a county 
sustainer. This money all went to sustain the county organizer, to 
buy spec ial literature, put out propaganda, and things of that type. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know why you were transferred to this 
special group of the Communist Party ‘ 

Mr. Hamutn. To become its chairman. 

Mr. Tavenner. That decision was made before you were transferred 
to that group / 

Mr. Hamurn. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why were you transferred out of that group? 

Mr. Hamuin. In 1948, I believe June, Bernadette —_— who had 
been sent to San Diego as the county organizer early in 1948, caused 
quite an uproar in this particular area during the period of the 
county convention. That I am sure we will go into later. However, 
from a very highhanded standpoint, a very dictatorial type of thing, 
she broke up the clubs at her discretion, and also from the standpoint, 
as was stated, for security reasons, into very small mobile units. 
This club, of course, was too large and unwieldy, so it was broken up. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a result of that upheaval within the Communist 
Party, were you assigned to another group? 

Mr. Hamuin. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was that group? 

Mr. Hamurn. That group was called the Linda Vista group. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many members composed that group ‘ 

Mr. Hamurn. Oh, there were some 8 or 10 members of that group. 
However, the group itself was supposed to be broken down into 2 
sections of about 5 members in each section. This, ironically, was not 
done systematically. Occasionally, it was done. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the chief function of this groun? 

Mr. Hamuin. Of the Linda Vista groun ?# 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 
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Mr. Hamurn. The Linda Vista group was set up, as I designated 
before, supposedly from the standpoint of party organization on a 
neighborhood basis. However, peculiarly enough, although we were 
called the Linda Vista Club, very seldom did we meet in Linda Vista 
until a much later period of time. Our meetings were held, many 
of them, in East San Diego and at the home of David Starcevie and 
his wife Miriam. This was also a source of argument between David 
Starcevic and our county organizer, which became quite amusing 
many times, as to why we were called a Linda Vista Club and met 
at their home at East San Diego, and many of the contradictory issues 
that were promoted, bec ause the party leader to instigate rigid se- 
curity measures did cause disbelief and upheaval in the Communist 
Party here in San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you speak just a little louder, please ? 

Mr. Hamurn. I am sorry. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, please, the names of 
the officers of this club, the Linda Vista Club? 

Mr. Hamuin. The officers of the Linda Vista Club were at its 
inception Celia Shermis, chairman; Verna Langer, I believe, was dues 
secretary, membership; Harry Shermis, I believe, functioned for a 
period of time as the educational director, and the P. W. director 
was another young man, whose name escapes me for the moment. 
He is not living in San Diego now. He moved to New York. 

Mr. TavenNER. What do you mean by P. W. director? 

Mr. Hamurn. That is the People’s World, the west coast Commu- 
nist newspaper, and is a must in Communist circles insofar as read- 
ing and using as disc mi m material, and things of that type. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the names of any other members 
of that group ? 

Mr. HAMiiIn. Well, let’s see. There was David and Miriam Starce- 
vic, Verna Langer, Harry and Celia Shermis, Jeff Boehm was a mem- 
ber for a short period of time until he moved away. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you a member of this group of the 


party ¢ , 
Mr. Hamurn. Up until the time I was told not to consider myself 
a card-carrying C ommunis any longer. That was in July 1950. 


Mr. Tavenner. And that was the time you told us about earlier in 
your testimony when you were split up into small groups? 

Mr. Hamu. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. For underground purposes? 

Mr. Hamurn. That is right. May I interject another thing here. 
John Carpadakis was an oldtimer in the Communist Party, was a 
member of the Linda Vista Club, and was for a short period of 
time more or less pushed into the position of chairman of that 
club. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think while we are narrating your general expe- 
rience in the Communist Party, = at you should begin here again in 
1950 and tell what you did after that period of time when you were 
advised by Shermis that you hee no longer be an open card- 
carrying member 

Mr. Hamuin. From that period of time, as was designated at that 
time, Verna Langer was to o my party contact. I was to continue 
with my work in the Independent Progressive Party, as I had been 
working; I was at that particular time treasurer of the Independent 
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Progressive Party, and if at any time the party had information to 
convey to me, or | had to them, I was to carry on that conveyance 
through Mrs. Langer. Mrs. Langer came to my home almost every 
Sunday, inasmuch as she brought the People’s World to me, which 
1 in turn delivered to a particular section of Linda Vista, and we 
had a number of discussions about party policy and what not, during 
that period of time. 

Also I passed to Mrs. Langer pe riodically, about once a month, the 

same amount of dues and contributions that I had been paying. 

Mr. Tavenner. This made your ability to observe the activity of 
the other Communist Party members more difficult from that time on, 
did it not? 

Mr. Hamuin. It was told to me at the time that Mrs. Langer and 
Mrs. Shermis talked with me that—and this was rather, appeared to be 
a confidential sort of thing—that they were telling me, although they 
may have told other people the same thine—that one of the reasons 
this was necess: wy was in order that other Communist Party members 
would no longer know on any basis who was a Communist and who 
was not, and whether there were Communist Party meetings or any 
functions of the Communist Party, and that under no circumstances 
was I, as an individual, to discuss Communist Party membership; that 
is, Whether an individual is still a Communist or not, with any person 
that I had known formerly to be a Communist. 

Mr. Tavenner. This was all the part of the underground system 
the Communist Party adopted at that time ? 

Mr. Hamurn. I believe it was quite nationwide, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have personal contact with other members 
of the Communist P arty after this plan was put into effect ? 

Mr. Hamuin. Constantly, yes, in my activities in the Independent 
Progressive Party, and other activities, and meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, that situation continued up until the time you 
left the party ¢ 

Mr. Hamuiin. Yes, up until—let’s see, I appeared in Los Angeles in 
February, and I believe about as late as January there was a meeting 
called by Laura Stevenson, at which a man by the name of Stevens, 
who was head of the Independent Progressive Party, and Mrs. Juanita 
Keiser were present, at which time they felt that through manipula- 
tion they had obtained out of Los Angeles that it was possible I might 
be a witness for the Government, and, therefore, Stevenson, Laura 
Stevenson, asked me to please resign as treasurer of the Independent 
Progressive Party, which, of course, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were any of the people that you have just men- 
tioned, the two Stevensons and Keiser, known to you to be members 
of the Communist Party 4 

Mr. Hamuin. Laura Stevenson, of course, is a member of the Com- 
munist Party. Juanita Keiser is an individual who has sanctioned the 
workings and he Iped with the efforts of the Communist Party for a 
long, long time, but who told me personally at one time that she could 
never join the Communist Party as an actual member inasmuch as she 
didn’t want to subject herself to the rigid discipline that they adhered 
to. 

Mr. Tavenner. You spoke of Laura Stevenson. 

Mr. Hamurn. Laura Stevenson. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You also mentioned her husband. 

Mr. Hamurn. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think we should make the record plain if he was 
not a member of the Communist Party to so state. 

Mr. Hamurn. Arthur Stevens is an individual who came to San 
Diego the latter part of “48, possibly the early part of 49, a person 
who has been working in the Independent Progressive Party as its 
chairman from that period of time. He was also quite active in the 
San Diego Peace Forum. 

Mr. Tavenner. My question was whether or not he was known to 
you to be a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hamutn. No; not a known Communist to my knowledge. 

Mr. TavenNer. Not a member of the party? 

Mr. Hamu. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. I want the record to show that. 

Mr. Hamurn. Definitely; surely. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why was it that they suspected that you would be 
used as a witness in the trials? They must have known of your 
undercover activities in the party. 

Mr. Hamuin. No. That was due to information that had come 
forth in the indictment that was set forth in Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. I see. That occurred after the indictment ? 

Mr. Hamury. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, your identity in the Communist 
Party had not been disclosed, that is, your identity as a person work- 
ing for the Federal Bureau of Investigation was not disclosed until 
it was necessary for you to testify in connection with the case against 
Schneiderman and others in the Federal Court ? 

Mr. Hamurn. That is right; not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have told the committee that back during the 
period that you were in this secret group, sometimes referred to as 
the professional cell of the Communist Party, that various frontal 
operations were undertaken, that is, work in various front groups was 
undertaken by various Communist Party members, and you indicated 
you have had some experience in those mass organizations yourself. I 
would like you to describe them, first your own activities and what 
the Communist Party endeavored to get you to do in connection with 
front activities. 

Mr. Hamurn. The first organization that was controlled by the 
C ommunist Party here in San Diego, in which I was given a job, was 
the Spanish Refugee Ap peal, or better known legally as the Joint 
Anti hr iscist Refugee Committee. George Lohr came to my home one 
evening and told me that Lucia Batt at that time, who later became 
Lucia Buchanan 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me interrupt you at this moment. 

With the Chairman’s approval, I would like to suggest that the 
witness not mention in the course of his testimony the names of per- 
sons in these front organizations unless they were known to him to be 
members of the Communist Party, because the front organization, 
by its very name, indicates that it means a group of people including 
Communists but not all Communists who are engaging in a particular 
project. 
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Mr. Hamuryn. Yes. And may I add to that in many instances from 
personal living examples and I know that definitely to be the case, that 
Communist-front organizations primarily, and I might say in most 
instances, are made up of a great many innocent people, people who 
do not know at that particular time what the essence of the organiza- 
tion and the attempts that the organizations are making. 

Now, there is a difference. There are certain people who do not 
know, to begin with, but who later on, because of their very existence 
over a long period of time, cannot help but know what these organiza- 
tions are doing. 

[ would like to differentiate between the type of person who gets out 
quickly when they know, and the person who still remains after they 
know. 

Mr. Jackson. I think what counsel suggests is a wise precaution, 
and if you will, er the course of your subsequent testimony, 
identify only those by name who are known to you as members of the 
Communist P: irty, or were so known to you. 

Mr. Hamu. I will. Shall I continue? 

Mr. TAVENNER. ar 

Mr. Hamutn. George Lohr at this particular time told me that 
Lucia Batt was unable to continue with her job as executive secretary 
of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, and that the job was 
open; he would like for me to take the job as the executive secretary 
of this committee, which I did. 

The primary purpose of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Commit 
tee, which I believe in part of 1946 and 1947 was investigated by our 
Congress and has been cited as a subversive organization, the primary 
purpose of the branch office in San Diego was to collect funds, which I 
during the time of my work with it transferred to a woman in Los 
Angeles who was head of the Los Angeles and southern district 
office. 

Our other purpose in having this particular organization in San 
Diego was to influence the public, if possible, and individuals who were 
accessible on the problems of the Spanish refugees and the Spanish 
Republicans who were, of course, fighting against the Spanish regime 
at that time. 

This organization, of course, had as its primary sponsor the Abra- 
ham Lincoln Brigade, which fought in Spain. We gave at least one 
large program to raise funds in the Russ Auditorium, and we at one 
time had a great many notable people in particular as sponsors. 

Mr. Tavenner. To what extent was the Communist Party respon 
sible for these various courses of conduct ? 

Mr. Hamutn. Nothing that I did as executive secretary of the Span 
ish Refugee Appeal for a period of some almost a year was done with- 
out first discussing it with George Lohr, the head of the Communist 
Party, and adhereing to his dictation to the letter. That was the rea 
son I was executive secretary of the committee. 

Mr. TAvenNeR. Were there any other officials of the Communist 
Party in it? 

Mr. Hamurn. As I said, Lucia Batt was for a time helping out, and 
it is the purpose—and may I say here, if I may digress for a moment, 
that the Communist Party in its front organizations, or in those organ- 
izations that it controls, or at least heavily influences, never makes the 
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mistake of having too many Communist Party members in the organ- 
ization. Organizations ¢ an be controlled if the individuals working 
in them know how it is to be done with very few Communists. 

Actually, for most of the t that I worked as executive secretary 
in the Spanish Refugee Ap] y was actually the only Communist 
arty me mber, card ¢ arry rad Saamecaieal Party member in the organ- 
ization. I would like to qualify that. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee in the past has investigated the 
ultimate disposition of some of the funds raised by this organization. 
Will you tell the committee how much was raised during the period 
that you were prominently connected with it, if you know. 

Mr. Hamurn. Well, I knew at the time. There has never been a 
reason why I should remember it particularly, and I don’t remember 
the exact numbers. It was in the thousands of dollars inasmuch as— 
let’s see, I believe I paid mys lfa salary of $200 a month, so you can 
imagine about how much we raised over a period of years with sums 
of siz ble amounts cone i Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. That brings up another question. The committee 


} { 


has found in some areas of the country, particularly in the field of 
labor, im ut = Communist Party paid its functionaries little or 
nothing for their work, but they got them assigned to rather lucrative 
positions in various union setups where they were paid substantial 
salaries, and the union, without knowledge that it was paying the 
salary of an omeer of the union who was likewise performing duties 
of a Commu t Party functionary, was nevertheless helping support 
the C ommunist t Party. 

Mr. Hamurn. I could talk for hours on that particular subject, inas- 
much as I was at least in name working for the Communist Party. 
lronk ally enough, the Communist Party doesn’t pay salaries, although 
the Communist Party ostensibly is for shorter working hours and 
higher wages for the working class of people, that isn’t a reality, 
believe me, after some 7 vears of experience. The Communist Part y 
when you are working directly under their sponsorship says to you, 
“You can have such and such salary, which is detern ‘ined primi wily 
on how much you have to have to live, but we don’t pay it to you. 
We can’t afford to take the funds out of our coffers to pay you,” so 
you have to get out and collect the money yourself, and you pay it to 
yourself from such and such organization. 

As a concrete example, if you wish, I could tell you about the 
recruitment and job getting of Lynne ene ‘rstein, whom I mentioned 
a few moments ago as the chairman of the Independent Progressive 
Party. 

Prior to the time that she was a Communist but wanted to be, I 
had a number of discussions with her as to the fact that she wanted 
to become a Communist, and that she wanted a job, so she could leave 
her present employment at that particular time in the Federal Hous- 
ing office, and one of the crying needs then by the Communist Party 
was a person to help me and to help the Communist Party with its 
clerical work, its mimeographing of leaflets, things of that type that 
I was constantly working in, and we did not have manpower to do it. 

So after a discussion with the county organizer it was determined 
that perhaps it would be a good idea to place Lynne, after becoming 
a Communist Party member, in the position of chairman of the Inde- 
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pendent Progressive Party, which job would not take all of her time, 
as she could then have funds collected through the Independent Pro- 
gressive Party, which would pay her a salary, but at the same time she 
could do a lot of work for the Communist Party. It was accom- 
plished very nicely. 

Mr. TAvENNER. That is exactly the same type of illustration that 
the committee has received before. 

Now, what other mass organizations or front organizations did the 
Communist Party take an active part in? 

Mr. Hamurn. One of my earliest assignments by George Lohr as 
a Communist was that of working with veterans’ organizations. 
There was a new veterans’ organization inaugurated in San Diego 
about the time I was given this assignment known as the American 
Veterans’ Committee. 

May I say before I go further that the American Veterans’ Com- 
mittee was never, to my knowledge, nor could it be classified as a 
front organization, because its inception was not originated by the 
Communist Party. Its inception, by the w: ay; was based upon sound 
fundamental progressive ideas by a man by the name of Bolté in 
the east, who to my knowledge, and no one else’s I suppose, by any 
stretch of the imagination, could be called a Communist. 

Mr. TAavenNER. Will you spell that name, please ? 

Mr. Hamuin. B-o-l-t-¢6. He was the national chairman of the 
American Veterans’ Committee. What I am trying to say and make 
clear is while the American Veterans’ Committee was predominantly 
in California and actually controlled in California, at least it was not 
a Communist Party front organization; I want to make that clear. 

Early in the inception of the American Veterans’ Committee in 
San Diego, Calif., the Communist party, under the sponsorship of 
George Lohr, the county chairman, met in my home and we discussed 
the issue, which is still, I believe, an issue in the Communist Party 
in other fields, particularly the political field, as to whether or not 
it was important to infiltrate young veteran organizations that were 
springing up at that particular time, or whether it was more impor- 
tant to infiltrate into the older established veteran organizations. 

I remember that Jimmy Toback, as an example, who has already 
been named in the committee, appeared before the committee, was of 
the opinion that it was better to infiltrate into the older organizations 
because they were already established and a great deal of good could 
be done, although much hard work would be before us. 

But due to the predominance of opinion by the other members 
there, including myself, it was decided that we should infiltrate, at 
least try to infiltrate into the younger veterans’ organizations and 
do what we could to infiluence them. 

There is documentary evidence from newspaper clippings that I 
was elected chairman of the American Veterans’ Committee on a 
commonwealth basis after only a few of its meetings here in San 
Diego, and may I say that was due directly to the influence of other 
Communist Party members who made it possible for the vote to be 
cast in my favor, because at this meeting in my home, which was 
chaired by George Lohr of the Communist Party, it was decided 
at that time that the American Veterans’ Committee was the logical 
veterans’ organization for us to go into in San Diego County, and 
that I was to become itschairman. That transpired. 
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Mr. Jackson. Mr. Counsel, I think at this point the record should 
show the American Veterans’ Committee and the American Veterans 
of World War II, the Amvets, are two different organizations. Quite 
frequently the two organizations are confused in the public mind, 
and in light of the statement of the witness that there was Communist 
control of AVC, it is quite important for many thousands of Amvets 
to be properly protected. 

Mr. Hamurn. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you describe your activity within that 
organization ? 

Mr. Hamrin. My activity in the American Veterans’ Committee 
both on a local basis and later on when I was elected as a member of 
the State committee and later as a State vice chairman of the Ameri- 
can Veterans’ Committee, was to reach as many veterans as possible. 

This is, from the Communist standpoint and the plans that we 
made both on a local and the statewide basis, to use the American 
Veterans’ Committee as a springboard to affect public opinion in 
the veterans circles. 

Of course, one of our primary duties was to observe those veterans 
who are most, if I may quote the Communist Party dialectic, militant 
in their reactions against the status quo, to single them out for dis- 
cussions, and, if possible, later giving them Communist literature 
and bringing them to a possible recruitment session in the Communist 
Party. 

I may say that to my knowledge in San Diego there were no vet- 
erans that were recruited into the Communist Party through the 
direct efforts of myself or others who helped me in the American 
Veterans’ Committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us the names of those who helped you 
within that organization who were known to you to be members of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hamu. James Toback has already been named; Benjamin 
Haddock, who I understand has already testified before the committee 
in executive session; Jeff Boehm, who I mentioned before as having 
helped in veterans’ circles, and actually one other young man whose 
name escapes me for the moment. Primarily that is the group who 
worked under the sponsorship of the Communist Party, and we con- 
trolled the organization here in San Diego area with that very small 
group. 

Mr. Jackson. What was the membership of AVC? 

Mr. Hamirn. I cannot tell you definitely. The membership fluctu- 
ated from a possible three or four hundred at one time downward. 

Mr. Jackson. So three or four individuals in AVC were able to 
direct its policy ? 

Mr. Hamurn. That is right, and our influence as a veterans’ organi- 
zation, may I state, far outweighed either the membership or the 
actual accomplishments that we made. 

Mr. Jackson. Did the desire of the Communist Party to infiltrate 
and control and direct the activities of the American Veterans’ Com- 
mittee spring, at least in part, from the fact that much effective op- 
position to the Communist Party was present in the old line veterans 
organizations, let us say the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, Disabled American Veterans, and groups of that sort? 
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Mr. Hamuin. Yes. May I give the American Legion a compliment 
to the effect that I don’t believe any veterans’ organization in the 
United States is so hated by the Communist Party as the American 
Legion, and I consider that a compliment. 

Mr. Jackson. Sodol. Proceed. 

Mr. ‘TavENNER. Now, you have stated that you worked within the 
American Veterans’ Committee also on a State level. 

Mr. HaMuin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will you tell the committee about your activities 
on the State level ? 

Mr. Hamurn. I could do it very briefly, but not go into too much 
detail, because it covers a period of several years. 

My first contact on the State level was early in 1946, at which time 
I, of course, had been elected from San Diego County as the one to 
represent this area as its representative in the first American Vet- 
erans’ Committee convention which was to be held in Los Angeles. 

After my election, of course I discussed this with George Lohr, the 
head of the Communist Party, telling him I was to go as a representa- 
tive from this area, and asking whether or not it would be important 
for me to contact the Communist Party office in Los Angeles for in- 
structions, or principally any instructions that should be given to me 
so I could help the Communist Party members in Los Angeles in their 
efforts in the convention. 

George Lohr made contact, just who I do not know, with the Los 
Angeles Communist Party office, and a few days later told me that I 
was to report into that office immediately upon my arrival in Los 
Angeles. That I did. 

Upon entering the office and telling them my name at the front 
desk—— 

Mr. TavenNer. By entering what office / 

Mr. Hamuty. The Communist Party office in Los Angeles; I believe 
it is on Spring Street, I have forgotten; it was in 1946, and I have 
never been there since—immediately upon my entry there, telling who 
I was, I was escorted by one of the men who was present back to an 
inner office, and there I was introduced to Don Wheeldin and another 
young gentleman, who were introduced to me as Communist Party 
members, and we sat for some hour or so preparing the speech that 
was to be given as the opening speech of the American Veterans’ 
Committee convention in Los Angeles. 

This speech was delivered by Don Wheeldin. 

Mr. TavENNER. Spell his name. 

Mr. Hamutn. W-h-e-e-l-d-i-n. 

Mr. Jackson. The Chair would like to state that Mr. Wheeldin has 
been accorded all freedém at the press table. 

Mr. Counsel, have you reached a recess point ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Just one other point first. 

What position did Mr. Wheeldin have at that time, do you know? 

Mr. Hamutn. In the American Veterans’ Committee or in the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Tavenner. Both. 

Mr. Hamuin. The position he held in the Communist Party I do 
not know. I would be only surmising. In the American Veterans’ 
Committee I do not either, except that of his giving a speech at that 
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particular time, and particularly the opening speech, which was con- 
sidered a very important one, so he must have been rather high in 
the American Veterans’ Committee. 

Mr. Jackson. The Chair has two announcements to make. Is Mr. 
Adams still in the room ¢ 

Mr. Wueeter. No, he is not. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. The Chair has received a telephone mes- 
sage from a Mr. Elmer Larson of Ocean Beach who is most vehement 
in his statement that he is not the Elmer Larson referred to during 
the course of the hearings as having been a member of the Communist 
Party. 

The Chair is happy to make this announcement and any others 
which will have the effect of clearing up any similarity of names. This 
procedure is in keeping with the policy of the committee that if any 
person feels that there has come out of testimony such a similarity 
as may be damaging to his character, he is invited to communicate 
with the committee, and every effort will be made to put his denial 
on the record in his own interests and in the interests of the com- 
mittee. 

At this time the committee will stand in recess until two p. m. 

(Whereupon, at 12:05 p. m., a recess was taken until 2 p. m. of the 
same day.) 
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Pustiic Law 601, 79TH ConGREss 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
(53, 2d session, which provides: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Rute X 
SEC, 121. STANDING COMMITTEE 


* * * * . * * 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


RvuLe XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * * + * - * 

(gq) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Consti- 
tution, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such 
investigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman. and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83D CONGRESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


. s * * * x * 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


(1) There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con 


gress, the following standing committees: 


. a . x * + * 
q) Committee on Un-Amer n Activities, to consist of nine members. 
. * * = * * * 


RuLeE XI 


(a) Un-American a i 
(b) The Committee on Un-American Act ties, aS a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char 


acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa 
ganda that is instigate from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in 
any necessary remedial legislation 


The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such 
investigation, together with su ecommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation. the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
s adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance of 
such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 


t> take such testimony, as it deems necessary Subpenas may be issued under 

the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 

membe designated by such « rman, and may be served by any person desig- 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 1954 


Unirep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
San Diego, Calif. 
PUBLIC SESSION 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to adjournment, at 2 p. m., in the Chamber of Com- 
merce Building, Hon. Donald L. Jackson (acting chairman) pre- 
siding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Donald L. Jackson 
and Clyde Doyle. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; William 
A. Wheeler, staff investigator; and Mrs. Billie Wheeler, acting for the 
clerk. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 


Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

The Chair wishes to acknowledge the presence in the hearing room 
of our distinguished colleague from Washington, Congressman Bob 
Wilson. We are olad to have you here. 

Mr. Witson. Thank you. 

Mr. Jackson. Are you ready to proceed, Mr. Counsel ? 


TESTIMONY OF LLOYD HAMLIN—Resumed 


Mr. Tavenner. At the end of the testimony this morning, Mr. Ham- 
lin, you were telling the committee about your experiences within the 
veterans’ organization, the American Veterans’ Committee organiza- 
tion, is that correct ? 

Mr. Hamurn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there anything in addition regarding your ap- 
pearance as a delegation to a State convention of that organization in 
which this committee would be interested ? 

Mr. Hamury. Not particularly, no, sir. I think one of the impor- 
tant things to remember in conjunction with the Communist Party’s 
work in the American Veterans’ Committee, particularly in Califor- 
nia, is the fact that only a handful of Communists could actually, in a 
sense, control a State organization of this type. 

Mr. Tavenner. What other mass organizational work did you en- 
gage in at the suggestion of the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Hamurn. Originally a number of Communist Party members 
participated in the CIO, PAC, later, of course, going into the Inde- 
pendent Progressive Party. 

During the campaign for fair employment practices in San Diego 
I was given the job as the person in charge of that particular campaign 
by George Lohr. 

Now, may I clarify that from the standpoint of initiation of the 
signature campaign in San Diego. The signature campaign for fair 
employment practices was not originated by the Communist Party. 
As I remember, it was originated by the Democratic Party. This is 
only one of many, many instances where the Communist Party was 
able to influence a particular campaign or particular organization by 
infiltration and by their establishment of their own members in work- 
ing positions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give the committee the names of any of the 
members of the Communist Party who were active in that same field 
with you! 

Mr. Hamuin. Well, as an example, in the fair employment practice 
campaign A. C. Rogers was quite a figurehead there, and the Commu- 
nist Party as a whole actually participated in this campaign from the 
standpoint of soliciting signatures and things of that type. 

Mr. TavenneER. Were there any other particular mass organizations 
in which you functioned ? 

Mr. Hamuin. Well, there were so many that offhand I don’t recall 
any particular ones. There were a number of rather insignificant ones, 
such as an attempt by the party to start an arts and crafts profession 
here, and an ASP group, which was not successful, and a number of 
by-products of the veterans’ committee on veterans’ problems, such 
as a housing forum back in 1946, I believe, and things of that type. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the Committee, please, what the chief 
activities were of the Communist Party during the period you were a 
member ? 

Mr. Hamurn. The chief activity of the Communist Party at all 
times is to: Number one, perhaps it would be wrong to put one ahead 
of the other, they both have about the same importance, recruitment 
of members and propagandizing the public from the standpoint of a 

articular tactic, maybe in operation at that time, or as is better 
cee as the party line, at that particular time. 

Mr. Tavenner. We have heard during the years of attempts to 
arouse minority groups. What was your experience, or what did 
you observe in regard to the Communist Party in that field? 

Mr. Hamurn. One of the most important fields of recruitment in 
the Communist Party definitely here in San Diego, and I understand 
through the Nation, is that of agitation and recruitment in minority 
groups. The Negro group, of course, is singled out as a special group 
for this type of work. In San Diego, of course, we were not peculiar 
in that instance. The Communist “Party had as one of its primary 
goals always the working in the Negro community. 

Many examples could be given of that. I might say, and would 
like to say at this time, and give the Negro people a very high compli- 
ment in my estimation, and that is to the effect that although the Com- 
munist Party here in San Diego made special recruitment drives, 
and at all times tried to recruit and propagandize the Negro people, 
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the percentage of membership of Negroes in San Diego County has 
always been very low, and the Negro people by and large I found in 
my experience are people who do not actually swallow the Communist 
Party propaganda line. 

It is a fact that Negroes do join the Communist Party, but by and 
large they immediately realize that the Communist Party is not a 
party that stands for in action the things they put forth in theory, 
and, therefore, the Negro people have withstood, in my estimation, 
admirably the drive that the Communist Party has put on against 
them. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee in what way an effort 
was made by the Communist Party to recruit among the Negro people? 
Mr. Hamutn. There were a number of special campaigns. A rather 
recent campaign, that has never been very successful, is that of jobs 
for Negroes on the bus lines. That was instigated originally by the 
Communist Party. Other organizations have been pulled into it, 

but only after its inception in thinking by the Communist Party. 

As a concrete example of the thinking behind a specific program 
of this type, in 1946, I believe, the C ommunist Party in session in its 
central committee, in its county committee, received a directive from 
Los Angeles which bawled them out because they had a very low mem- 
bership of Negro people, so they decided that they would put on a 
campaign in the Logan Heights area called a campaign for employ- 
ment of the Negro people. This is a matter of record, public record 
in newspaper articles about that particular time. 

As an example, I believe the Safeway Store was originally picketed 
and later on the Victory Theater, a number of est: ablishments there. 

But the thing I would like to bring out is the fact that although 
from the public standpoint the Communist Party publicized the fact 
they were definitely working for jobs for Negroes, it was only a sub- 
sidiary consideration, because the primary one was that of recruitment 
in the Negro community, involvement of the Negro ec ommunity on the 
picket line where observation could be made as to the militancy of cer- 
tain individuals who were later set aside as contacts for possible 
recruiting. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have stated that the Communist Party was not 
successful to any material extent in recruiting members of the Negro 
race. 

Mr. Hamuin. That is right. In this particular instance, as an 
example, it was reported bac ‘k to the county committee, of which I w 
a member, a number of people who had been solicited or who had beeal 
contacted and had actually attended a Communist Party meeting 
where they were given Communist Party material and more of an 
insight into the Communist Party were, of course, in view of the actual 
recruitment, and although there was a fair size number of Negroes 
attended this particular meeting, I wouldn’t stipulate the number 
because I actually did not remember the exact number, to my knowl- 
edge there was not one Negro who actually remained a Communist 
Party member from that particular campaign. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know any instances in which the Commu- 
nist Party was successful in procuring the use of the names of more 
or less prominent Negroes in the community and got them to join the 
party and sent them as delegates to any of the State conventions? 
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Mr. Hamar. Yes. Of course, that was, may I say in slang, a trick 
that was used quite often by the Communist Party in soliciting the 
names of well known persons using them on stationery or on propa- 
ganda to influence a particular area of the population. 

There was a gentleman in the Logan Heights area who was used 
about 1945 and 1946 quite extensively for that purpose. Later on 
actually he joined the Communist Party for a short period of time, 
was invited to and attended at least one county committee meeting of 
the Communist Party which, of course, was a secret meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was that, do you recall? 

Mr. Hamu. He is a real-estate gentleman in the Logan Heights 
area. Tlis name escapes me for the moment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether he was sent to a State con- 
vention on one oc asion ? 

Hamuin. Not from actual personal knowledge. Only from a 
very short discussion that I had personally with George Lohr at this 
time. His name was promoted as a possible person to attend a certain 
convention. Now, as to my personal knowledge of whether he actu- 
ally made that trip or not, I do not say, but at least he was supposed 
to have made it with George Lohr. This gentleman’s name, inci 
dentally, is Tony Smith. 

Mr. Tavenner. You recall now that this is his correct name? 

Mr. Hamuin. That is his correct name. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you on the county executive com 
mittee ? 

Mr. Hamury. From September of 1945 until June of 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your ex- 
periences were while a member of that committee, without repeating 
testimony that you have already given ? 

Mr. Hamurn. Of course, that would be a real large order, inas- 
much as the county committee, which has been set forth before, of 
any particular Communist organization, is charged with the direct 
responsibility of planning and seeing that these plans are carried out 
of all of the activities of the Communist Party in any particular 
county. By that I mean that in San Diego our county committee was 
charged with the responsibility of discussing possible recruitment into 
the Communist Party: the county committee was charged with the 
responsibility of passing judgment on those people who were expelled 
from the party, dropped from the party; the educational programs 
that would be carried out by the particular clubs and units in the 
Communist Party; all of the activities actually were routed through 
the county committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I believe that at this point I would 
like to interrupt this witness’ testimony and call him back at a later 
time, possibly this afternoon or tomorrow morning, and proceed with 
some other testimony that we have here. We have quite a few wit- 
nesses that we are anxious to dispose of today. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. The witness is excused temporarily from 
further attendance, but subject to instructions from counsel as to what 
time he should return. 

Mr. Hamurn. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you remain here? 

Mr. Jackson. Who is your next witness ? 
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Mr. 'Tavenner. I would like to call Mr. Louis Pollack. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, please? 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give be- 
fore this subcommittee, you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God 

Mr. Potnack. I will. 


Mr. Jackson. Be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF LOUIS POLLACK, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
WILLIAM MURRISH 


Mr. Pottack. I would like to request, I would like to tell you that 
I have a hearing handicap, unfortun: aes Secondly, I do not mind 
pictures at all, but p lease tell them to conclude now, and after the 
hearing I would be most happy to cooperate with the photographers. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. The photographers will refrain at this 
time. 

Mr. Potiack. Just during the questioning, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Potiack. Thank you. 

Mr. Jackson. Your request pertains only to the photographers. 

Proceed, Mr. Couns el. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir‘ 

Mr. Poniack. ‘L ouis Pollack. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ¢ 

Mr. Potxiack. I am, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Murrisu. W illiam Murrish, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Pollack? 

Mr. Potiack. I was born in Hungary, 46 years ago. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to this country 4 

Mr. Potnack. When I was 2 years old, approximately. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are naturalized, a naturalized American citi- 
zen, I presume. 

Mr. Potiack. My citizenship is derived from my father, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside? 

Mr. Potiack. San Diego, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in San Diego? 

Mr. Portiack. Approximately 19 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your edu- 
cational training has been ? 

Mr. Potiack. Would you like it complete, sir? 

Mr. TavenneEr. No. sir; just in brief, and your formal educational 
training. 

Mr. Portiack. No formal education, unfortunately, sir. I could 
say something else on that, if you would like, perhaps for your infor- 
mation. 

Mr. TavenneER. Just as you desire about that. 

Mr. Potiack. Well, as I said, unfortunately I never had what you 
would call a formal education. I went to grammar school in the city 
of New York. We moved out to California approximately thirty- 
odd years ago, and I went to grammar school in Los Angeles. Unfor- 
tunately I had to earn a living and help my family, and I sold news- 
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papers on the corner of Sixth and Main Streets—Congressman Jack- 
son and Congressman Doyle know that area—fought in the Los 
Angeles New sboys’ Club for a living, sold papers on the city of Los 
Angeles streets for many years, finally thought I would like to add to 
my. education, so I took an examination—I never graduated from 
grammar school—I took an examination for high school, was accepted, 
never graduated from high school, interrupted again for the purpose 
of making a living, went further and entered in Southwestern Uni- 
versity through an examination, which I passed; went in for 1 year, 
and unfortunately I had to earn a living again for myself and my 
family. 

Mr. Tavenner. It certainly is no reflection on an individual that 
they have not had opportunity for extended formal education. Self- 
educ: ation quite freque ntly is the best kind. 

Mr. Pouiack. I agree with you, sir; yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the « ommittee, please, what your pro- 
fession or trade has been from 1940? 

Mr. Potiack. Well, I don’t know what you mean by profession. 
I am not a professional man, in what I consider you are thinking of. 
I am not a lawyer, I am not a doctor or any of those things. 

Mr. Tavenner. I said profession or trade. 

Mr. Potxiack. I don’t have a trade either, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then what is your occupation ? 

Mr. Potiack. I am a clothing man, I own a clothing store at the 
present. Is that what you mean? 

Mr. TAvENNER. From 1940 until now ? 

Mr. Potzuack. I would like to remember always it has been since 
1940, I am quite sure, in a clothing store. Would you like to know 
where, sir? 

Mr. Tavenner. No; I am not interested in that. 

The committee has received evidence of the existence in San Diego 
ofa i ial group or club of the Communist Party sometimes referred 
to as a professional group, composed of individuals whose names 
were i be kept secret from the membership, the general membership 
of the Communist Party. We are inquiring into the membership of 
that club, and its activities. 

Information was given the committee this morning under oath by a 
witness that you were a member of that club, and I want to ask you 
questions regarding your membership in it, if you were a member, and 
what you know of the activities of that group. 

Mr. Pouuack. Is that all one question, sir? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, that is a preliminary statement to you. My 
first question is, were you aware of the existence of such a group of 
the Communist Party in San Diego? 

Mr. Potiack. Mr. Tavenner—is that correct? 

Mr. TAaveNNER. Yes. 

Mr. Potiack. That question I am going to decline to answer for 
these reasons, sir. I decline to answer that question, and I deny the 
right or the power in the committee to ask such questions or to compel 
me to answer the same on each and every of the following grounds, 
both separately and jointly: 

Number one: That this and any other thought, speech and associa- 
tion question violates the first amendment, and. grievously so. 
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Two: That said question violates the fourth amendment by seeking 
to impose an unreasonable search, a search of thought and mind. 

Three: That said question and any other thought, speech, and 

issociation question in circumstances of my compuls sory summoning 
“a and in the context of this committee’s index of unnumbered in- 
dividuals, causes, organizations, and ideas, is jeopardous and endan 
gers my rights and privilege under the fifth amendment not to be a 
compe ‘lled witness against myself. 

Four: Finally, that said question violates the moral lesson expressed 
in the following excerpts from the Bible, and I am quoting from the 
Bible, and the quotation is from St. Mark, Chapter 15, lines 2 to 5. 

And Pilate asked Him, “Art Thou the King of the Jews?” and He answering 
said unto him, “Thou sayest it.” 

And the chief priests accused Him of many things, but He answered nothing. 

And Pilote asked Him again, saying, “Answerest Thou nothing? Behold how 
many things they witness against Thee.” 

But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that Pilate marvelled. 

I want to explain that, if I may, that last one particularly. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, that has been stated before, before this com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Potuack. Has it? I didn’t know. I don’t read, don’t hardly 
ever have a chance, sessions of this kind, sir. But I do not want to 
be mistaken by anybody that I am a member of the very fine, any of 
the fine Christian churches. I quoted this from Jesus solely ‘and 
wholly because I believe in the principles of Jesus, even though I am 
of the Jewish faith. Certainly I believe in what He has said, ‘Do 
unto others only as you would have them do unto you,” and peace op 
earth. I believe all of those very fine things Jesus has said, particu 
larly this quotation from St. Mark, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been a contributor to the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Potiack. Mr. Tavenner, as I told you, I had a very bad educa- 
tion, but I am a self-educated man, fortunately. I recognize questions 
of entrapment, sir. Please, I do not want to evade any of my rights. 
Please, I ask you, sir, I do not want to answer that question, sir, under 
the same legal reasons stated previously. 

Mr. Tavenner. There is certainly nothing in the nature of i 
ment about that. It is a plain, simple question as to whether or not 
you have aided the Communist Party in San Diego by giving it money. 
That is a plain, direct question, and I would like an answer to it. 

Mr. Potiack. Mr. Counsel, this is your place, this is your forum. 
This is not my forum. Ata proper place, what I consider proper, at 
least something that between you and I, between the gentlemen from 
Congress, I w ould be most happy to discuss my life. 

Mr. Jackson. You decline to answer that question ? 

Mr. Potiack. Yes, I stated so, Congressman Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. For the reasons prev ‘iously stated ? 

Mr. Potuack. Yes, I stated that, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, proceed, Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time occupy an official position in 
the Communist Party in San Diego? 

Mr. Potiack. The same answer, sir, under the same legal con- 
stitutional grounds. 

Mr. TavenNner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 
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Mr. Potitack. Why don’t you ask me if I have stopped beating my 
wife, sir? I told you, p lease, do not ask me ques stions of entre upment. 
The same answer, the same leg: al constitutional oTOo unds, sir 

Mr. Doyter. Mr. Chairman, may I make this observation there? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Potnack. Congressman Doyle, Tam sorry, I can’t hear up there 
that far. 

Mr. Dovir. May I make this observation there for the information 
of the witness and his counsel, assuming you were not in the room 
when any witness did this which I am relating. 

We have had witnesses which were formerly members of the Com- 
munist Party but who withdrew for one reason or another. They 
have taken the position before this committee that they desire to tell 
the committee that they were at one time seep ata of the Communist 
Party but were not today members of the Communist Party, then 
stood on their constitutional rights. Now, [am naturally not trying 
to put words in your mouth, Mr. Pollack, because I have never met 
you, I have never talked with you, but I do know that many times men 
who worked for one reason or anothe r in the Communist Party but 
have withdrawn desire to let their fellow neighbors know that they 
were not today members of th il party. We have had many witnesses 
do that. 

[ say I am saying this not to make any inference or suggestion to 
you or your lawver, but in order to familiarize vou with what fre 
quently liappens hefove this committee. 

Mr. Potnack. You didn’t imply anything, did you, sir? 

Mr. Dorie. I did not en ly anything. 

Mr. Potxack. I wondered. I was hoping you were not making any 
implications, Sir. 

Mr. 1) YLE. I am not making any ipl cations or inference. I am 
rust telling you, I had not seen you here in the room until you took 
the witness chair. 

Mr. Potiack. I am very glad you said no inference, sir, because 
that is in the Constitution with reference to the fifth amendment. 
That you will agree with, that in my refusing to answer there is abso- 
lutely no inference oz any guilt whatsoever. Is that correct? 

Mr. Dorrie. Bless your heart, you are 100 percent right, and we 
compliment any citizen who conscientiously claims that right. We 
urge our fellow citizens to claim that right, when they do it in good 
faith and conscientiously under the advice of their legal counsel. So 
I am quite willing to say to you, Mr. Pollack, the fact that you have 
claimed your constitutional right is the right which every Member 
of Congress recognizes, not only this committee, and if you have not 
had that urged to your attention before, may I pub licly urge it to 
your attention, that we are quite aware of that 1 tht and we “uphold 
t a thousand percent. 

Mr. Potntack. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Now, may the Chair make just a slight addition ? 

Mr. Potnack. Are you talking to me, sir? 

Mr. Jackson. I am making an observation relative to the fifth 
amendment. The fifth amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States says that no witness shall be required to give evidence against 
himself in a criminal case. Those words are frequently not added 
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by those who use the provisions of the fifth amendment. If your 
use of the fifth amendment is in good faith and a truthful answer 
to the question would, indeed, incriminate you, you are entitled to 
the use of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Murrisn. And he is entitled—— 

Mr. Jackson. Just a minute. If an answer to the question would 
not incriminate you, then that is an entirely different matter. 

Mr. Murrisu. On that, sir, you differ with several courts, and the 
word “incriminate” does not appear in the Constitution, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. May I assure counsel, as i assume he has been pro- 
vided with a set of the rules of the committee, which requires that 
counsel advise his chent. W hich I assume he has done. You h ive every 
right to do it. 

Mr. Murrisu. I have. 

Mr. Jackson. The Chair respects that. However, counsel is not to 
engage in legal argument with the committee or with counsel. 

Mr. Pottack. Congressman Jackson, may I say a word on that, sir? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, of course 

Mr. Potiack. Seemingly, you have not read the very latest ruling 
from the Circuit Court of Appeals. I believe it was either in the State 
of New York or that area, which was noted, 1 believe it Was, within 
the last couple of weeks—-to be very, very honest with you, 1 read it 
just before 1 came over here at my house—in which, I can’t think of 
his first name, but the judge’s last name was Frank—is that name 
familiar to you at all 

Mr. J ACKSON, No. 

Mr. Potuack. Please look it up, will you please, sir? It definitely 
and absolutely, this Circuit of Appe als judge in this case absolutely 
in reference to the fifth amendment said there is no such thing as there 
being allowed even an inference of any guilt for the privileges and the 
duty. of using the fifth amendment. Believe me, sir, I read that today. 

Mr. Jackson. The committee is very happy to have the citation. 
However, and I repeat that in the case of the e mployees of the United 
States Government who were released from the United Nations, Mr. 
Trygve Lie ap pointed an international committee of jurists to deter 
mine the question as to whether or not their taking of the fifth amend- 
ment could in any way be interpreted as an illegality, or whether they 
were entitled to reinstatement in the United Nations. 

This committee of eminent jurists, including an American ese 
Belgian and, I believe, an Englishman, reported back to the United 
Nations to the effect that the dismissal of the United States e mployees 
in this instance was, in their opinion, and after a study of all the law 
relative to the subject, entirely justified in that the taking of the fifth 
amendment by these employees implied 1 of 2 things: Either, 1, that 
a truthful answer to the question as to whether they had done certain 
things would incriminate them, in which case the U. N. was justified 
in dismissing them, although in that case it was a proper use of the 
fifth amendment. It was the further finding of this board of distin 
guished jurists that unless that condition existed they had misused 
the provisions of the fifth amendment. 

Now, those were the two alternatives which this board of jurists 
brought back to Mr. Lie of the United Nations. 
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I do not infer from your refusal to answer, your taking the pro- 

visions of the fifth amendment, any admission or inference of guilt on 
your part. 

Mr. Potiack. May I interpose, please? I think you are using the 


wrong term when you said the fifth amendment. I think the proper 
word should be the duty. 


Mr. Jackson. To stand upon. 

Mr. Potiack. Not behind, of course. 

Mr. J ACKSON. Proceed, counsel. 

Mr. Pottack. Thank you, Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time a member of the professional 
group of the Communist Party in San Diego ¢ 

Mr. Potinack. You asked me that question, sir. 

Mr. TavenneErR. No, sir, I have not. 

Mr. Potiack. I am sorry. I thought you did. 
on the same legal constitutional grounds, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle ¢ 

Mr. Doyte. I have no questions. 


The same answer 


Mr. Jackson. If there are no further questions, the witness is 
excused. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Tony Smith. 

Mr. Jackson. During this short interlude, before the next witness, 
the Chair has several communications which should be read into the 
record at this point. 

The subcommittee is in receipt of a telegram signed by Mr. Edward 
A. Walsh, formerly director of the FHA in San Diego. The tele- 
gram addressed to the subcommittee states as follows: 

I wish to say that the witness, Milton Lessner, who stated Tuesday that he 
was employed by the Federal Housing Administration in San Diego, was never 
employed by the Federal Housing Administration, of which I was 


director 
from 1935 to 1952, when I retired owing to ill health. 


The second communication deals with a similarity in names. Dur- 
ing the testimony this morning the name of a Mr. Robert Watrous, 
W-a-t-r-o-u-s, was brought into the hearing when a witness testi- 
fied that the individual had been, to his personal knowledge, a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party here in San Diego. It neous that 
there is employed in the Bank of America here in San Diego an 
R. D. Watrous, Robert D. Watrous, who is desirous of informing the 
public generally that he is not the individual whose name was men- 
tioned by the witness here this morning. 

Proceed, counsel. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, please? 

Do you solemnly swear that in the testimony you are about to give 


before this subcommittee, you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 
Mr. Smirn. I do. 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 


TESTIMONY OF TONY SMITH 


Mr. Smirn. Tony Smith. 


Mr. Tavenner. Will you come forward a little bit? 
What is your name? 
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Mr. Smiru. Tony Smith. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Where do you live, Mr. Smith? 

Mr. Smiru. San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Smith, the committee has heard through the 
last witness that was on the stand that you were a person of some 
prominence in your community who was brought into the Communist 
Party for the purposes of the Communist Party. Is that true? 

Mr. Smirn. Well, part of that is true, but I don’t want him to say 
I was prominent. I am just an ordinary citizen. But the rest of it I 
will admit. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, the witness said that you were a person of 
prominence. 

Mr. Smiru. Well, if he said so. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it true that you were brought into the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Smiru. Well, according to the statement, I think he is right. 
I was brought in. The first thing, we had a committee against dis- 
crimination. I was one of the organizers of it, because we were fight- 
ing against discrimination. 

Mr. Doyre. May I interrupt? I didn’t hear you ask if he was will- 
ing to testify without counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. No, I did not. 

Mr. Situ. Oh, I don’t need counsel. I have nothing to be ashamed 
of. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mr. Smitu. You look good enough to me. 

Mr. Tavenner. No, I can’t represent you, but I will certainly see 
that all the facts are brought out on both sides. 

Mr. Smaru. I believe that, and I believe every word of it. So just 
ask me anything you want and I think Mr. Hamlin here told a very 
true picture of my getting into this business, and anything you want 
to ask me I will be glad to answer. 

Mr. TavennerR. Well, we are anxious to know how the Communist 
Party induced you to become a member. 

Mr. Sairu. Well, on account of the conditions that existed in my 
neighborhood out there. They came in under a disguised manner. 

Mr. Tavenner. They indicated to you that they were genuinely 
interested in the problems that existed there ? 

Mr. Smiru. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. And by that method got you to join their party ¢ 

Mr. Smiru. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Communist Party ? 

Mr. Smirn. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. We have heard a great deal of testimony here that 
that is what the Communist Party was endeavoring to do, was to 
recruit members in that manner. 

Mr. Smirn. Well, they did a pretty good job out there. They did 
a lot of work, but I don’t know whether the job was so good. © 

Mr. TavenNerR. Well, did they ask you to do any particular thing 
for the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Smiru. No, they always came to me to get a little money. J 
didn’t have time to do any recruiting. , 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your business? 
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Mr. Smiru. Real estate business. You see, when they were picket- 
ing the theater and the stores across the street, some of those people, 
they paid some of them for working up and down the street against 
the bosses to give these people jobs out there. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say they came to you for money ? 

Mr. Smiru. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did they ask you to do anything other than to give 
money ¢ 

Mr. Smiru. No, they didn’t ask me to do anything, because I didn’t 
have time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did they use your name in the community to help 
recruit other persons? 

Mr. Smiru. I imagine they did. 

Mr. Tavenner. What group of the Communist Party did you be- 
come a member of ? 

Mr. Smiru. Well, I became a member of the Logan Heights Club, 
and I found out afterwards, just before they kicked me out, that it 
was out and out Communist, so they kicked me out of it. 

Mr. Tavenner. They kicked you out ¢ 

Mr. Smitu. Kicked me out. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the reason for kicking you out? 

Mr Smiru. They claimed I didn’t sit in. 

Mr. ‘TavenNeER. You didn’t sit in 4 

Mr. Smitu. That is right. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What happened to bring them to a conclusion or 
view that you didn’t sit in ¢ 

Mr. SmitH. Well, the only excuse I had was that I had some houses 
to rent and I was renting them to people of other races besides my 
race, and they said I should have put the other people out and put 
my own people in, and I told them I couldn’t see that. A man was a 
man to me, and I didn’t care anything about a man’s color. 

Mr. Jackson. You mean they objected to the alleged discrimina- 
tion you were displaying ¢ 

Mr. Smiru. I wasn’t discriminating, because I had a lot of houses 
to rent. 

Mr. Jackson. I mean lack of discrimination. 

Mr. Smiru. That is right. 

Mr. TAVENNER. So they got you into the Communist Party, to 
begin with, because you were inte ‘rested in the subject of non- -discrimi- 
nation, and you got kicked out of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Smiru. Got kicked out. 

Mr. TavenNeER. For practicing the very thing that they took you in 
for ? 

Mr. SmirH. That is right. 

Mr. Dorie. May L ask at that point, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyre. Do I understand that you are telling this committee 
that here in San Diego you as a Negro American were in your very 
extensive real estate operations renting your properties, the properties 
for which you were agent, to others than Negroes, and they objected 
to that ¢ 

Mr. Smitn. That is right. 

Mr. Dorie. I mean the Communist Party objected and wanted you 
to limit your renting to just Negroes? 
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Mr. Smiru. That is right. 

Mr. Dorie. They wanted you to discriminate in favor of your 
Negro neighbors ? 

Mr. Smiru. That is right. And that is the thing I have been 
fighting ever since I have been in town, discrimination. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the Communist Party members assign any 
reason for asking you to expel your white patrons? 

Mr. Smiru. No, they didn’t. I didn’t have anything more to do 
with them after that. I never said anything more to them about it. 
Of course, they asked the Lighthouse out there, that publishes the 
paper, and I just forgot about it. I told them to go jump in the lake, 
because I wouldn’t stand for it. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Before you left the Communist Party did you at- 
tend any county and state conventions of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Smiru. Well, I went up to Sacramento one time, mostly for 
the ride. 

Mr. Tavenner. You went up for the ride? 

Mr. Smirn. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNeR. Who rode with you? 

Mr. Smiru. Enos Baker. 

Mr. Tavenner. Enos Baker? 

Mr. Smiru. Yes. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Was Enos Baker a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Smirn. He was the man that had me kicked out. [Laughter. | 

Mr. JAckson. Please, the Chair will again ask the cooperation of 
the audience in refraining from any demonstration of approval or 
disapproval. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did any of the other members of the Communist 
Party from San Diego go to that same convention ? 

Mr. Suir. Oh, there was quite a few, but I didn’t—most all of 
them was of the other race, and I didn’t know any of them. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you go to Los Angeles at any time on a 
convention ¢ 

Mr. Sniru. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee about that. 

Mr. Smirn. That I don’t know very much about, because I was up 
there, that is all I can say. And I think I was appointed on a com- 
mittee, but I can’t remember what committee it was 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you attend any county conventions in San 
Diego? 

Mr. Smrru. Not as I know of. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. When was it that you were dropped from the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Smiru. I think it was in 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you go into the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Smirn. It must have been some time in 1945, I am not sure; 
just before they started the drive out there. 

Mr. TaveNNER. We are anxious to learn from you what success 
the Communist Party had, or what extent their efforts were a failure, 
in bringing Negro people into the Communist Party. 

Mr. Smiru. I don’t think they had very good luck, because after 
IT was kicked out, why, the thing soon went down. 
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Mr. Tavenner. It took a spurt upward, though, when you went 
in, didn’t it? 

Mr. Smrru. I think it did. There was some woman out there that 
was representing some kind of other party called I. P. P., I don’t 
know what it was. It hung out there about 6 or 8 months, maybe 
a year, but I couldn’t tell just very much about them. I wouldn’t 
know them if I would see them. They had a place out there in the 
2700 block, but I don’t know them. 

Mr. Tavenner. Has any effort been made to get you to go back 
into the Communist Party since you were expelled ? 

Mr. Smiru. None whatever. 

Mr. TaveNNER. You have no connection with the Communist Party 
now, of course ¢ 

Mr. Smiru. None whatever. And I don’t want to have none. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you have not been affiliated in any way with 
it since the time you were dropped ¢ 

Mr. Smiru. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyze. Was there any committee hearing or any hearing given 
you before om were expelled ? 

Mr. Smiru. I don’t understand you. 

Mr. Doyte. Ww as there any committee that you were invited to meet 
with of the Communist Party before you were expelled? I mean, 
did you have any hearing? 

Mr. Smirn. No, I didn’t have any hearing. No. No hearing at all. 

Mr. Doyte. Did they send you a written notice of expulsion $ 

Mr. SmirH. No, they give notice to the newspaper outfit. 

Mr. Doytx. They just published the notice? 

Mr. Smiru. No, the man didn’t publish. He thought it was very 
foolish. He come and told me about it. I told him he could publish 
it if he wanted to; if he didn’t, to let it alone. I said, “I am through 
with that kind of stuff.” 

Mr. Doyix. One more question. I think I heard you indicate at 
the time you were renting your houses and acting as an agent for 
houses too, there were plenty of houses other than those you rented 
just for Negroes, there were plenty of other houses to rent. 

Mr. Smirn. Well, I didn’t look at it—that wasn’t the question that 
entered my mind. I figured if there wasn’t any more houses the people 
that was in the houses, and because they were white I had no business 
putting them out, I had no excuse to put them out because their skin 
was a little lighter than mine. As long as they paid me my rent that is 
all I wanted. I figured the colored people could get houses, I was get- 
ting houses for people all the time. 

Mr. Dorie. That is all. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I neglected to ask the witness a 
question that I wanted to ask him. 

Who was it that came to you and got you to come into the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Sairn. I think that Morgan Hull was the most responsible for 
it, and, of course, the woman that organized the committee against dis- 
crimination sold deceit out in that neighborhood. 

Mr. TaveNner. Do you recall now about how much money you con- 
tributed to the Communist Party while you were a member? 
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Mr. Smiru. That I couldn’t tell. The committee against discrimi- 
nation, I put in maybe 10 or 15 dollars. You see, we had a lawsuit 
out there. I sold a woman a house on a corner of 25th and K, and we 
had to get a lawyer to keep the people from putting her out, so I was a 
pretty good contributor to that cause. At that time we had what is 
known out there as block restrictions. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Smith, you are something of a rara avis. I under- 
stand you are a member of the Republican Party. 

Mr. Surrn. I am. 

Mr. Jackson. I am glad you didn’t decline to answer on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Smiru. I want to tell you, I am fighting for Bob Wilson, too. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you hold a position in the official organization 
of the party ? 

Mr. Smitu. I am a member of the Congressional Committee and a 
me +g of the California State Republican Committee. 

Mr. Jackson. I hope I won’t be accused of being partisan and show- 
ing a pe irtisan attitude if I wish you future success in that office. 

Thank you for your testimony 

If there are no further questions, the witness will be excused from 
further attendance. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. LaVerne Lym. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, please? 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give before 
this subcommittee, you will tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Lym. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 


TESTIMONY OF LaVERNE LYM, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
BEN MARGOLIS 


Mr. Lym. LaVerne Lym. 

Mr. TavenNER. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Lym. I am. 

Mr. TavenneER. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Marecouts. My name is Ben Margolis, M-a-r-g-o-]-i-s. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Lym—excuse 
me. I won’t want to rush you there. Take your time. 

Mr. Lym. Was there a question? I have a statement that I would 
like to present to the committee by reading it. 

Mr. Jackson. If it is a prepared statement, under the rules of the 
committee it may be submitted to the committee and will be considered 
at the conclusion of the testimony. If in the judgment of the com- 
mittee it fulfills the rules respecting statements, it will be inserted in 
the record. 

Mr. Lym. May I submit it now, Mr. Congressman ? 

Mr. Jackson. You may submit it now. 

(The document was handed to the committee. ) 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Counsel. 

Mr. Doyte. Mr. Tavenner, may I ask this of the witness: Is the 
statement you have submitted to us, about three-fourths of a page long, 
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the same statement that you have just delivered to the members of the 
press here ? 

Mr. Lym. Yes;itis. It isthe samestatement. 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. TavenNER. When and where were you born, Mr. Lym ? 

Mr. Lym. 1902 in Washington. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you mean the city of Washington or the State of 
Washington ? 

Mr. Lym. State. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Where were you born in the State of Washington? 

Mr. Lym. A town called Ellensburg. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Lym. I reside in Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Los Angeles? 

Mr. Lym. Since 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that time where did you live? 

Mr. Lym. I lived in San Diego. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you live in San Diego? 

Mr. Lym. Fifteen years. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period of time that you lived in San 
Diego, what was the nature of your occupation ? 

Mr. Lym. Well, during the time that I lived in San Diego, I spent 
a great many of those years in the Vauclain Tuberculosis Sanitarium. 
I was not able to be employed at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you employed at any time during the period 
between 1940 and 1945 ? 

Mr. Lym. Mr. Counsel, I decline to answer that question on consti- 
tutional grounds. The first amendment of the Constitution provides 
that Congress can make no legislation regarding the freedom of as- 
sembly or association or freedom of speech or freedom of press and, 
therefore, if that is true, which it is, this legislative committee does not 
have any constitutional power to question me regarding my employ- 
ment or association at that time. 

I would like to state that this committee has for too long a time been 
hacking away at the Bill of Rights of the United States. 

1 decline to state furthermore, Mr. Counsel, on the basis that I 
am not a stool pigeon and I will not become a stool pigeon. I will not 
participate in the efforts of this committee to subvert and convert 
our Nation into a Nation of informers, and I will not participate to any 
degree whatsoever in your efforts to undermine the love which our 
people have for the Constitution and the hatred which they have for 
LEasthwinns. As long as there are people who will stand and fight 
for the fifth amendment of our Constitution, which protects the in- 
nocent, the McCarthys will never be able to subvert our country and 
our democracy. 

I demonstrate my support for the Constitution by standing upon 
my constitutional rights under the fifth, fourth and first amendments. 

Mr. TavenneR. Among the various grounds you have assigned was 
the fifth amendment, is that correct? 

Mr. Lym. That is correct. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Were you ever employed or engaged in work of any 
kind in the International Book Shop in San Diego? 
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Mr. Lym. I decline to answer that question on constitutional 
grounds. 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Were you affiliated or connected in any way with 
the People’s World while you were living in San Diego, either in a 
managerial capacity or that of any ordinary employee! 

Mr. Lym. I decline to answer that question, Mr. Counsel, for the 
same reasons that I have stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Lym, you have been identified in testimony be- 
fore this committee as having been an organizer of the Communist 
Party in San Diego. I would like to inquire as to whether or not 
that identification of you is correct. 

Mr. Lym. Mr. Counsel, I would like to state here and now that in 
each and every one of my declinations to reply to your — that 
Y wish to invoke my rights under the fifth amendment. I decline to 
answer this question on ‘the same grounds. 

Mr. TAvenNeR. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Lym. I decline to answer on the same basis. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Lym. I decline to answer. 

Mr. TAvENNER. I have no further question, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Doyte. I do not question, of course, your right to use the fourth 
amendment of the United States Constitution. Can you help me to 
understand in what manner you feel the text of the fourth amendment 
applies to your constitutional rights at this hearing ? 

Mr. Lym. Did I mention the fourth amendment, sir? 

Mr. Doyte. I am quite sure you did. 

Mr. Jackson. Yes. 

Mr. Lym. Then it may have been that I was in error. 

Mr. Doyze. I thought probably it must be an error, because mani- 
festly the fourth amendment of the United States Constitution has 
no reference to your appearing before this committee. 

Mr. Jackson. Is there anything further, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. No further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, the witness is excused from further at- 
tendance under the subpena. 

Call your next witness, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Phillip Usquiano. 

Mr. Usqurano. Wait a minute. I would like to request no pictures 
be taken while I am testifying, please. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. Your request will be considered after 
you have been sworn. 

Will you raise your right hand, please ? 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give be- 
fore this subcommittee you will tell the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Usqutano. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated, please. 

Will the still photographers cooperate by not taking pictures during 
the witness’ testimony. 

Proceed, counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 








4906 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


TESTIMONY OF PHILLIP USQUIANO, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, BEN MARGOLIS 


Mr. Usqu1ano. Phillip Usquiano, U-s-q-u-i-a-n-o. 

Would you mind if I read my statement ? 

Mr. Jackson. The statement will be read following today’s hearing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name once more @ 

Mr. Usqutano. Usquiano, U-s-q-u-i-a-n-o. 

Mr. TaveNNner. What is your first name? 

Mr. Usqu1Ano. Phil. 

Mr. Tavenner. Phillip? 

Mr. Usquiano. Phillip. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Usquiano. Yes, I am. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Marcotts. Ben Margolis. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born? 

Mr. Usqurano. I was born in Grant, New Mexico. 

Mr. TavenNeEr. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Useurano. At 3188 Boston Avenue. 

Mr. Tavenner. In San Diego? 

Mr. Usquiano. San Diego. 

Mr. TaveNner. How long have you lived in San Diego? 

Mr. Usqutano. Since 1940. I resided in the C ounty of San Diego 
since 1936. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Mildred Berman testified before this com- 
mittee and identified you as a person who was listed as a member of 
the Communist Party during the period that she was dues director 
in 1944, some time between 1944 and 46. Was she correct in identify- 
ing you as a member of the Communist Party in San Diego? 

Mr. Usqutano. Well, I don’t like to associate my name with any 
informer. I decline on the ground I am forced to testify against 
myself; the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you willing to give the committee any facts 
within your knowledge regarding the operations of the Communist 
Party in San Diego? 

(At this point Mr. Usquiano conferred with Mr. Margolis.) 

Mr. Usquiano. It is assumed that you have facts to this knowledge 
of something like that. I don’t like to associate with any of those 
things that you have just mentioned. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, you may not like to do it, but will you do it? 

Mr. Usquiano. No, I won’t. Congressman Jackson and G ongress- 
man Doyle, and Mr. McCarthy, they have violated the Constitution 
and the oath they took to protect it, and they have violated that, and 
1 think that the people have a right, it is a privilege, and it is my 
privilege to stand on the ground that any decent people cannot testify 
on himself—innocent, not decent. 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean by innocent person not testify- 
ing against himself? 

Mr. Usquiano. Well, there is on the fifth amendment, it is being 
used a lot, and that is why the fifth amendment was put in there. 

Mr. TavenneR. You think it is fashionable to use the fifth amend- 
ment ? 


So 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 4907 


Mr. Usqutano. Well, can I ask you, why was the fifth amendment 
put in there? 

Mr. Tavenner. It was for protection of those whose testimony 
might tend to incriminate them. Now, you have said that you were 
entirely innocent of any wrongdoing. 

Mr. Usqurano. What was the question ? 

Mr. TAvenNeER. So I would like to ask you, are you now a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Usquiano, I refuse to answer any questions of that nature. I 
think—well, I know that the people have a right to protect the Con- 
stitution and I have that right to claim privilege under the first, fifth, 
ninth, and tenth amendments. 

Mr. Jackson. Let the record show that no one has in any way in- 
fringed upon his rights or disregarded those rights to claim the con- 
stitutional privilege. Counsel has not put in any objections to that 
at any time. 

Do you have any further questions, counsel ? 

Mr. TAVENNER. No, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you have any questions, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doytr. You mentioned just now you claimed your right under 
the ninth and tenth amendments of the United States Constitution. 
In what way does Amendment No. 9 of the United States Constitution 
apply to your rights here today ¢ 

Mr. Usqurano. Are you an attorney? Would you like to define 
that? You are an attorney, aren’t you, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyte. I haven’t practiced law for 8 years, since I have been 
in Congress, but I have the United States Constitution here in front 
of me, and as long as you speak of the ninth amendment and the 
tenth cundoaana: [ thought of course, you were familiar with them. 

So will you please tell me in what way they apply to your rights 
here today ¢ 

Mr. Usqurano. Yes. I am short on words, you know, being a 
laborer. I am not a politician, and I would like counsel here to tell 
you exactly what the ninth and tenth amendments are so that you 

il] know. 

Mr. Jackson. Let the Chair say that if the witness has been advised 
by counsel that he should take refuge in those amendments, I do not 
feel that it is essential for the witness to know the purport of the 
amendments. Evidently he has been advised by counsel to stand 
upon those amendments. 

Mr. Maroons. I will be glad to enlighten Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Jackson. I do not think it is necessary, Mr. Margolis. 

Mr. Usqut1ano. Mr. Jackson 

Mr. Jackson. That is all right. Your declination based on those 
amendments will be accepted without objection. 

Mr. Usqurano. Mr. Jackson, investigating subversives and every 
thing here in San Diego, I think it is up to you to report to Congress 
when you make your report that there is such a thing as something 
subversive over here. We have a little over 20,000 unemployed, and J 
think you ought to do something and report it to Congress, because I 
think that that is more of interest to people than this smear that 
you are trying to put on. 
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Mr. Jackson. Let me say to the witness that his short and illum- 
inating speech 1 is in the record and will be a permanent part of it. 
so anyone reading it can read your statement. 

Mr. Doyte. I think, Mr. Chairman, that the witness has stated 
that you and I have violated our oath to the people of the United 
States, and I think I would like to hear the witness say if he is pre- 
pared to explain how I have violated my oath of office to the people 
of the United States. Will you please tell me, sir? I am giving you 
a chance to propagandize, or anything else you want for a minute. 

Mr. Usaurano. Well, as a witness coming here without a jury you 
come out here to smear me and to let me invoke those amendments for 
my protection that you are violating, those constitutional amend- 
ments we have, and I think that you gentlemen, in spite of everything, 
you have violated that oath, because it states specifically in the fifth 
amendment that you cannot testify against yourself in any case until 
you have a jury or a witness is there. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, just very briefly, may I reply to you thus: We 
have certainly not tried to urge you to violate your conscience and 
testify against yourself. You claimed the fifth amendment of the 
United States Constitution, and that is okay, but I want to call your 
attention to the fact that we are here as members of the United States 
Congress operating under Public Law 601, which directs us and 
authorizes us to go in the Continental United States and question 
people as to the extent and character of subversive activities, and that 
s why we are here questioning vou. We believe that the record shows 
that the American Communist Party, without question, is a subversive 
organization and, thet ‘efore, we are questioning you as an American 
citizen to see if you can help us find the extent of it and the character 
of it in the San Diego area. 

Mr. Usquiano. I think that you can find that in the files of the 
FBI, and I am pretty sure that they are capable of acting on this. 
What you are trying to do is smear people by making stool pigeons 
out of persons to smear our acquaintances and friendships in places 
where we are together, or anything that you think we touch. 

Mr. Jackson. It is quite apparent to the chairman that the witness is 
not going to answer any of the questions that are directed to him. I 
think any further discussion of it is simply a waste of the committee’s 
time. 

Do you have any further questions, Mr. T: See 

Mr. Tavenner. No further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Without objection, the witness is excused from fur- 
ther attendance under the subpena. 

Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Lee Gregovich. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please ? 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give before 
this subcommittee, you will tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Grecovicn. I do. 

Could I give a statement to the chairman of this committee ? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, the committee will receive the statement. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir ? 


] 
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TESTIMONY OF LEE GREGOVICH, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
BEN MARGOLIS 


Mr. Greeovicn. Lee Gregovich. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Grecovicu. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. It isthe same counsel as the previous witness ¢ 

Mr. Marcouts. That is correct, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Gregovich ¢ 

Mr. Grecovicn. I was born in Yugoslavia in 1904, June 14. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to this country ¢ 

Mr. Grecovicu. Oh, about 1912. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized American citizen ¢ 

Mr. Grecovicu. I derive my citizenship through my father. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was your father naturs alized, and where? 

Mr. Greeovicn. I would say around the twenties. I don’t exactly 
know the year, but I can get that information for you if you wish to 
have it. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the place of his naturalization ? 

Mr. GrecovicnH. You mean where he received his papers ? 

Mr. TAveNNER. Yes. 

Mr. Grecovicnu. Globe, Arizona. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Grecovicn. 3478 Glenn Drive, Spring Valley. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that near San Diego? 

Mr. Greeovicn. Yes; it isin the county, within the county. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the county of San Diego / 

Mr. Grecovicu. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in the county of San 
Diego? 

Mr. Grecovicu. Well, I have been approximately about 28 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession, trade or occupation ¢ 

Mr. Grecovicn. Cook. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Gregovich, there has been information pre- 
sented to the committee which indicates that you have knowledge of 
Communist Party activities in the county of San Diego. 

Mr. Greeovicn. Mr. Chairman, I am not responsible for what your 
stool pigeons and liars and your informers say about me. 

Mr. Tavenner. This is an opportunity that you have of straight- 
ening out any testimony which has been given here which you claim 
is a he. 

Mr. Grecovicn. Mr. Chairman, when my boy was 17 months 
Korea they didn’t hold investigations like this. Iwasa good Amer- 
ican; I wasn’t called up here by these stool pigeons of yours in this 
committee. 

Mr. Jackson. I would like to know, and I am sure Mr. Doyle would 
too, in what respect was the testimony touching on you a lie? 

Mr. Grecovicn. Every one of your stool pigeons who has mentioned 
my name, in the newspapers, radio, and every means of propaganda 
there is. 

Mr. Jackson. Did they lie? 

(At this point Mr. Gregovich conferred with Mr. Margolis.) 

Mr. Grecovicn. Mr. Chairman, I am not going to discuss that with 
this committee. 


See note at end of this publication 
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Mr. Jackson. You decline to answer my question as to whether or 
not they lie’ 

Mr. Grecovicn. I do on constitutional rights, fifth amendment. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was testified here that you were a functionary 
in the Communist Party in San Diego; is that true or false? 

Mr. Greeovici. Mr. Chairman, same question, same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Grecovicn. Same question, same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jaexson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doytr. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance under 
the subpena. 

Call your next witness. 

At this time the subcommittee will stand in recess until 3: 45. 

(Whereupon, at 3 p. m., a recess was taken until 3:47 p. m.) 

Mr. Jackson. The committee will be in order. 

Who is your next witness ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Gladys Gatlin. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you please raise your right hand and be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give be- 
fore this subcommittee you will tell the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth. sO help you, God ? 

Miss Gatun. As a Christian I do not swear, but I will affirm. 

Mr. Jackson. Your affirmation will be considered. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, this witness has not been subpenaed, 
and just a few moments ago in the corridor she requested the right to 
appear before the committee and I advised her under the rules of the 
committee she had that right. 

Mr. Jackson. Has the witness been named ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, she has. 

Mr. Jackson. Named in open hearing? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, in testimony here. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. Under the rules of the committee she is 
entitled to be heard. 

Mr. Tavenner. And she appears here as a voluntary witness. 

You have not been subpenaed, have you? 

Miss Garin. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us your name egain, please ? 


TESTIMONY OF GLADYS GATLIN 


Miss Garin. Gladys Gatlin. 

Mr. TAVENNER. G-a-t-]-i-n ? 

Miss Gatutn. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you live, Miss Gatlin? 
Miss Gatiin. 2701 Newton. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you say Newton, 2701 Newton? 
Miss Gatiin. Yes. 

Mr. TAVENNER. That is in San Diego? 

Miss Gatun. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in San Diego? 
Miss Gatirn. About 23 years. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you state to the committee anything that 
you desire to state, as you are here voluntarily, of course, regarding 
the matter of communism. 

Miss Gatun. I only wanted to make it clear to the committee and 
to all those who know me that I am not a Communist. 

Mr. Tavenner. That you are not now a Communist ? 

Miss Gatun. That I am not a Communist, and that I don’t feel that 
I really ever have been a Communist, although at one time I did have 
my name—— 

Mr. TavenneErR. Excuse me, we are not quite hearing you. If you 
will, raise your voice a little, - ise. 

Miss Gatun. At one time I did sign my name to a paper that 
I would belong to the party, and officially I did belong to the party 
for a matter of about 4 months, but I never have been a Communist 
in principle. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were only in the party 4 months? 

Miss Garin. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. After that time you severed all connection of every 
kind with the Communist Party ? 

Miss Gartin. Yes, I stopped going to any of their social functions 
which were the only things I remember ever going to, were the social 
functions, and when I moved away from the address where I was 
living, then I no longer—I discarded the literature that was sent 
to me unopened. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, how it happened 
that you became a member of the Communist Party? 

Miss Gaturn. Well, through a friend of mine and my husand, we 
met some people that were in the Young Progressive League, and 
through them we met some people by the name of Mr. and Mrs. 
Warren. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. and Mrs. Warren? 

Miss Gatiin. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNER. Do you remember their first names? 

Miss Gatun. Mrs. Vera Warren and I believe her husband’s name 
was Robert Warren. And in attending social functions at their house 
and meeting other people through them, I believe it was one night 
at their house they asked us if we wanted to join the party, and they 
showed us a statement that said—more or less the meaning of it was 
that the Communist Party of America definitely did not advocate to 
overthrow this Government by force and violence, but they found no 
fault with the Constitution of the United States as it was written, 
but only in some of the ways it was executed, and it was their only 
desire to see that equality ran to all people, as it was guaranteed with- 
in the Constitution, and I found no fault with that, and, therefore, I 
felt I was willing to sign my name to it. 

Mr. TavennER. You say you remained in the Communist Party only 
4 months? 

Miss Gatiin. Yes, I was active in the social functions only that 
length of time. 

Mr. TavennER. Why did you leave the Communist Party? 

Miss Gatiin. Well, I became disillusioned because of some of the 
things that I found out. I didn’t find anything that I could say 
that I think is subversive in any of the gatherings, or anything that 








4912 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


I went to. The only thing is that I remember once there came up the 
question about religion, and there was a couple of members that I 
knew that were discussing it, discussing religion, and they spoke 
rather lightly of Christianity, as though it meant nothing. 

Mr. Tavenner. They spoke lightly of Christi: unity ? 

Miss Garin. Of Christianity, and I began to see it was an anti- 
Christ organization. That was one of the things that disillusioned 
me. Another thing was once—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Excuse me. It is rather difficult to hear you. I 
heard you say it was anti-Christ. 

Miss Gatun. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. That the organization was anti-Christ, and I didn’t 
understand you after that. 

Will you repeat as nearly as you can what you said? 

Miss Gatiry. Another thing that disillusioned me was in speaking 
with another girl who was in the party, I mentioned that my husband 
and I thought we might go to another city to live, and she suggested 
to me that I should see the party about it and see what they thought 
about it, because the party might request that I didn’t leave San Diego 
at the time, and I never had anything like that presented to me before. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was indicated to you that you might have to have 
permission of the Communist Party before you went to another city? 

Miss Gatun. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. To work? 

Miss Gatun. Yes. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Now, what was it about the Communist Party that 
convinced you that it was anti-Christ ? 

Miss Gattin. Well, just the matters of how—I don’t remember the 
exact conversation, but it was spoken of so lightly-—Christianity. 
Something was mentioned about it was for the masses, or something 
like that. It was more or less it was bosh, or something like that. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you gather the impression you were expected to 
accept communism as a substitute for other spiritual values which 
you might have had before that time? 

Miss Gatun. No; I didn’t gather that, because in the conversation 
it was mentioned that it was all right, but as long as it didn’t hurt the 
party, as long as the party came first. 

Mr. Tavenner. But you had to put the party before your religion ? 

Miss Gatun. Yes. 

Mr. TAveNNER. You were not willing to do that? 

Miss Gatun. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. No question. 

Mr. Jackson. I would say to the witness that I think she has exer- 
cised very good judgment in coming here and volunteering to tell the 
committee of her short activity in the Communist Party. The com- 
mittee has a standing invitation to anyone anywhere in this country 
who has at any time been a member of the Communist Party and has 
left it, to come forward and let the committee know. The committee 
has no intention nor desire to in any way lend itself to the persecution 
of such individuals, but to give them every help it can in making pos- 
sible social, economic, and political rehabilitation. 
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We are most appreciative of your cooperation, and I hope that your 
friends and neighbors and associates will understand the motivation 
that brought you down here. 

With the thanks of the committee, you are excused. 

Miss Gatirn. Thank you. 

Mr. Jackson. Who is your next witness? 

Mr. Tavenner. Carol Bayme. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, please ? 

Do you solemnly swear, in the testimony you are about to give 
before this subcommittee, you will tell the truth, the whole truth, ‘and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Miss Bayne. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated. 

Mr. 'TAvenNER. What is your name, please! 


TESTIMONY OF CAROL BAYME 


Miss Bayme. Carol Bayme. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you here by virtue of a subpena ? 

Miss Bayme. No; I am a volunteer witness. 

Mr. TavenNer. You are appearing voluntarily ? 

Miss Bayne. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Miss Bayme? 

Miss Bayme. I am a native of San Diego. 

Mr. TavenneER. How long have you lived in San Diego? 

Miss Bayne. All my life, except for a short period, more or less to 
visit elsewhere. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
educational training has been ? 

Mr. Doyte. Mr. Tavenner, I notice that the witness has no law yer 

Mr. TavenNeR. Yes. I possibly should have asked her that ques- 
tion, even though she isa volunteer witness. 

Miss Bayme. I waive that right. 

Mr. Jackson. But you understand that during the course of the 
interrogation you can consult with an attorney ? 

Miss Baymr. Yes; I have consulted counsel. 

Mr. TavenneErR. You have consulted counsel, do I understand ? 

Miss Barme. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Tavennenr. I believe I asked you what your educational train- 
ing has been, Miss Bayme. 

Miss Bayne. I did not finish high school. I was in it 2 years when 
I quit, and I have had 2 ye ars of art school besides that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you at any time been a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Miss Bayne. Yes, sir; I was. 

Mr. TavennErR. When did you become a member? 

Miss Bayme. I became a sympathizer in late 1948, and I became a 
member early in 1949; that is as close as I can put it. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Miss Bayne. No. 

Mr. TAvENNER. When did you cease to be a member? 

Miss Bayrme. That is harder to tell. At my own request I ap- 
proached Mrs. Shermis about a year after I became inactive in the 
party and asked that I be officially dropped, and I was so dropped, but 
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I wasn’t informed just when it took place. I think it must have been 
sometime in 1951. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, the circum- 
stances under which you became a member of the Communist Party ? 

Miss Bayne. I first became interested in the problems of minority 
groups in this city, and was active in the National Association for 
the Advancement of the Colored People, and through associations I 
met people who were so-called progressives, and one of these people, 
non-Communist but progressive, took me to an organized meeting of 
Youth for Wallace, and I began to work with the Independent Pro- 
gressive Party, its campaign in 1948, and as I became more and more 
acquainted w ith the people who I began to realize were Communists, 
it seemed to me at the time that they had the answers to the problems 
that I was worried about. 

So I approached Jeff Boehm and asked himn—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us that name again ? 

Miss Baye. Jeff Boehm. His correct name is Godfrey Boehm, 
B-o-e-h-m. He is no longer a member of the party. 

Mr. Jackson. You know that of your personal knowledge? 

Miss Bayar. Yes, he told me so. He was expelled. 

Mr. Jackson. Then he is no longer a member. 

Miss Bayrme. Jeff Boehm took me to Bernadette Doyle, who re- 
cruited me into the party, and introduced me into my first club, which 
was a youth group. 

Mr. Tavenner. A youth group of the Communist Party ? 

Miss Bayme. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, is that something separate and distinct from 
the Young Communist League, or the Labor Youth League? 

Miss Bare. At the time I joined, the Young Communist League 
did not exist nor did the Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Tavenner. So this was a youth group of the Communist Party ? 

Miss Barme. A group of three. 

Mr. Tavenner. A group of three. Who were they, please? 

Miss Bayme. Norman Lavine, and Paul Sleeth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, what was the function of this small group 
called the Youth Group? 

Miss Bayme. We were to direct as far as possible the activities of 
the young progressives and the other youth organizations in this city, 
as well as the regular work you did in the party, picket lines, and so 
forth; leaflets. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were to carry the Communist Party line and 
decision into what group? 

Miss Barmer. The young progressives and into the NAACP youth 
group. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you engage in that activity ? 

Miss Bayme. Well, I stayed i in the activity—— 

Mr. Tavenner. I mean in that particular youth group activity ? 

Miss Baymr. That was for a very short time. We were split u 
a group and sent out to different clubs rather than sabtaansil on 

youth, and I was then transferred to the Logan Heights Club. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was it that assigned the duties to this youth 
group which it was supposed to carry out ? 

Miss Barme. Usually Bernadette Doyle. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Bernadette Doyle? 

Miss Bayme. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee about when it was 
that you were assigned to the Logan Heights group of the Communist 
Party ; what year, “if you can tell us? 

Miss Bayme. Well, it must have been the same year I joined, be- 
cause it couldn’t be very long I was in the youth group. I can’t say 
very definitely. Iam very bad at dates. 

Mr. Trevenner. That was approximately what year? 

Miss Bayme. Early 1949 was when I said I joined, so it must have 
been late 1949 when I transferred. That is pure conjecture. 

Mr. ‘TavennErR. Who were the leaders in that group that you be- 
came a member of ? 

Miss Bayne. It is difficult to remember. David Starcevic, Miriam 
Starcevic; I don’t know whether Ernestine Gatewood was there or 
not. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you know her as a Communist ? 

Miss BayMeE. I knew her as a Communist, but she is no longer a 
Communist. 

Mr. Jackson. She has left the party, to your own personal knowl- 
edge ? 

Miss Bayme. She has left the party. 

Mr. Jackson. Thank you. 

Miss Barme. J. Fouts. Her name is Frances J. Fouts. 

Mr. Doytx. Mr. Chairman, I do not think the witness said yes, she 
nodded her head very nicely when you asked her is she was no longer 
in the party. I didn’t hear you say anything. 

Miss Barme. I stated it. It is in the record. 

Mr. Dorie. You nodded your head. 

Miss Bayme. Ernestine Gatewood has left the party. 

Mr. Doyze. All right. 

Miss Bayme. Nancy Rosenfeld Lund, and Richard Lund, Phillip 
Usquiano. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is he the same individual who appeared here as a 
witness a few minutes ago? 

Miss Baye. Yes, sir. I can’t say certainly whether any of the 

rest of the people I recollect were in the Logan Heights Club. These 
groups overlapped a great deal, you see, the same people all the time. 
One time in an exec utive meeting and the next time a club meeting, 
and it is hard to tell them apart. We used to call it organizing the 
organized. 

fr. TAVENNER. Who were the leaders in the Communist Party here, 
the ones who were most active in that period of time while you were 
a member ? 

Miss Bayme. Bernadette Doyle, of course; Ernestine Gatewood; 
Lynne Ackerstein; Godfrey Boehm; Rhoda Robinson, now Rhoda 
Lavine: Norman Lavine; Lolita Gibson; Larry Moyer; Nancy Rosen- 
feld Lund; Goldwyn Brodsky; Celia Shermis; Harry Shermis; Verna 
Langer; Joseph Langer 

Mr. TavENNER. What was that name? 

Miss Bayme. Langer, L-a-n-g-e-r. 

Mr. TAvenNER. What was the first name? 

Miss Bayme. Verna. 

Mr. Tavenner. Verna. 
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Miss Bayme. And her husband Joseph Langer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what position Verna Langer held in 
the Communist Party / 

Miss Bare. Secretary, I believe. She usually gets those jobs. Bert 
Dugdale, Helen Dugdale, Laura Stevenson. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Those were persons—I want to make certain— 
were those persons all known to you to be personally members of the 
Communist Party ? 

Miss Bayme. Yes, I have either seen them at a meeting or they have 
told me personally that they were Communists. 

Mr. Jackson. Meeting them at closed meetings of the Communist 
Party / 

Miss Bayrme. | neglected to mention, I believe, that Lynne Acker- 
stein is also out of the party. She was also expelled. 

Mr. TavenNER. Who is that? 

Miss Bayme. Lynne Ackerstein. 

Mr. T WE NNER. When was she e xpelled, do you know ? 

Miss Bayme. I can’t say exactly. She told me she was expelled. 
She tried to get back into the party, but they wouldn’t have her. I 
discussed it with her a“ San Francisco. That is where it happened. 

Mr. Jackson. Then it was not a philosophical break on her part? 

Miss Bayme. I think by this time it may be. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, any other as- 
signments that you were given in the Communist Party besides those 
you have already told the committee about ¢ 

Miss Barme. Yes. One of the very last elections I was elected 
chairman of the Labor Youth League here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you chairman of the Labor Youth League? 

Miss Bayme. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, how did the Communist Party function in 
the Labor Youth League? 

Miss Bayme. They ran it. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were present in the hearing room a moment 
ago, were you not, when the witness Gladys Gatlin testified ? 

Miss Bayme. Yes. 

Mr. TAvennNeER. She testified she learned while in the Communist 
Party that it was anti-Christ in its attitude, and that the Communist 
Party must come before religion. Did you have any experience in 
the Communist Party that would throw any light on the attitude of 
the Communist Party toward religions? 

Miss Bayne. I personally couldn’t throw any light on it. I am 
not a particularly religious person myself, and this question never 
came up as far as I am concerned. However. [ think the answer is 
found in Marx, Engels, and Lenin. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you given instructions at any time by the 
Communist Party as to the attitude that should be taken by Com- 
munists toward religion or toward religious groups ? 

Miss Bayme. Toward religious groups. I can answer that. I was 
instructed not too long ago, in the hopes of assisting the FBI, when 
I tried to get back into the party, I was instructed that I would have 
to join a church youth group, or a church, and become active in its 
work. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were told if you came back—— 
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Miss Baye. In order to get back into the party I would have to 
get into a church group and work within it and try to influence it. 

Mr. TAvenner. Who told you? 

Miss Bayme. Also the Young Democrats, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Who told you that? 

Miss Bayme. Verna Langer. It was her report, she told me, from 
the county committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am sorry. I couldn’t understand you. 

Miss Bayme. She told me it was a report from the county committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. A report from the county committee of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Miss Bayme. Yes. She had consulted them about my coming back 
into the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you do about it ! 

Miss Bayme. Well, there were some other requirements I couldn’t 
fulfill, so I gave it up, but I thought that it was a point of interest any- 
way. 

Mr. Jackson. What would the date have been when these require- 
ments were set before you ? 

Miss Bayme. Iamsorry. I didn’t hear you. 

Mr. Jackson. What would the date have been when these require- 
ments were put before you for re-entering the party ? 

Miss BaymMe. Sometimein February. I didn’t keep a record. 

Mr. Tavenner. February of what year? 

Miss Bayme. Of the—— 

Mr. Jackson. Investigation ? 

Miss Baymer. This year. 

Mr. Jackson. This year? 

Miss Baymer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doytr. May I make it clear to myself; do I understand that the 
reason in February of this year you were told by a known Communist 
functionary here in San Diego that one of the requirements for you 
to get back into the party was that you should infiltrate into the Young 
Democrats 4 

Miss Bayme. No. You see, I was already assisting the Young 
Democrats slightly, and I asked if I should change my registration and 
stop assisting them, and they said, “Oh, no, by all means stay with 
them and maybe you can influe nee them.” 

Mr. Dorie. Stay with them as a registered Democrat ? 

Miss Baye. Yes. 

Mr. Dorie. Even though you were in fact a Communist ? 

Miss Bayar. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there any more information that you can give us 
regarding the purpose of the Communist Party in requiring your af- 
filiation with some church. 

Miss Baymer. No, that is all that was mentioned. Oh! Earlier, 
I mean it is an old story, they had asked this once before of the Labor 
Youth League members. None of them wanted to do it. They were 
an agnostic bunch and ill-disciplined, fortunately for us, so that it 
didn’t work out. 

Mr. Tavenner. What instructions were given them ? 

Miss Barmer. The same, only not so firmly. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any affiliation with the Civil Rights 
Congress ? 

Miss Bayar. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. While you were a member of the Communist Party ? 

Miss Bayme. Yes, sir. I was a member of the Civil Rights Con- 
gress. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any motivation on the part of the Com- 
munist Party in your joining that group / 

Miss Bayne. Surely. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee about it, please. 

Miss Bayme. The Civil Rights Congress is run by the Communists. 
I don’t think I ever attended a meeting that wasn’t—well, at least 50 
pe reent, even the open meetings were at least 50 percent Communists. 
They were never very big. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did the Communist Party exert its influence 
within the Civil Rights Congress, how did it go about it ? 

Miss Baya. It dictated the sort of cases that it would take up, 
and I think it is an organization that was put together to defend 
Communists and it defends other people occasions illy, just to make it 
look a little more legitimate. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why is it that you quit the Communist Party ; what 

*motivated you in quitting ¢ 

Miss Bayme. Well, you remember my motivation in going in was 
minority groups. I discovered that the Communist Party was more 
interested in a disturbance as a useful means to an end rather than 
interested in it to assist the people. They looked forward with a 
kind of unholy glee to racial discord in Logan Heights area here, or 
anywhere. They used people. They are dishonest about it, and they 
think they are honest, too. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there any example that you can give the com- 
mittee at this time to demonstrate that ? 

Miss Bayne. I probably could if I could go through my files of 
People’s World, but I am not prepared to otherwise. There are 
dozens of cases. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was that disillusionment that took you out of the 
party ¢ 

Miss Bayme. Yes, partly; and I was unable to swallow the idea 
that the South Koreans started the war. It sat less and less well, 
you know. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your reason for coming forward here as 
a voluntary witness and giving this information to the committee ? 

Miss Baye. One reason is I would like it clearly understood where 
I stand now, and I also would like it known that this is a trap, that 
it is very easy to fall into. It is very much sugar-coated, and I would 
like people to know that there isn’t any utopia at the end of this road. 
There isn’t anything except regimentation and regimented thinking 
and regimented action, and also I would like people to know that 
once you get in it isn’t as hard to get out as people think. 

Mr. Dorie. You mean it isn’t as easy to get out? 

Miss Barme. No; it was very easy for me to get out. I just opened 
up the phone book and called the FBI and they were extremely nice 
to me. 
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Mr. Jackson. Didn't you have some hesitancy in coming in to what 
has frequently been described as a torture chamber to lay this story 
out and get it off your chest, so to speak ¢ 

Miss BayMe. Yes; I had some hesitation, but this committee hasn’t 
been one of the ones I am objecting to. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there anything else you desire to say to the com- 
mittee ? 

Miss BayMe. Not unless you have some more questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. | have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doytr. I understand you in the first instance to indicate you 
had been in the party from 1949 to 1951. Did I understand you cor- 
rectly ¢ 

Miss Bayne. I can only be approximate. I think I so stated. 

Mr. Doyrrr. Then I am interested in how it came about as late as 
February of this year—— 

Miss Bayer. That was after I talked tothe FBI, s 

Mr. Doytr. I see. 

Miss Bayne. I went there in order to try to assist them in obtaining 
more information. I felt I hadn’t enough to give them. 

Mr. Doyie. Now, you referred to the fact that you began work or 
became interested in working with the I. P. P. party in 1948. 

Miss Bayne. Yes. 

Mr. Doyte. I wish to say in a you this question, we have 
abundant evidence at some levels the I. P. P. party was in certain 
sections absolutely under the control of the Communist Party. 

Miss Bayme. I don’t think it is necessary even to qualify that, sin 
I think all sections in almost every way was under the control 
the Communist Party at all times. 

Mr. Dorie. How far back? 

Miss Baye. I can only say after I got into the party. 

Mr. Dorie. After you got into the I. P. P. Party ? 

Miss Bayme. No, after I got into the Communist Party. Of course, 
before that I wouldn’t be able to tell. 

Mr. Doyte. After you got into the Communist Party did you ob- 
serve whether or not to what extent the Communist Party, of which 
you were a member, controlled the activities of the I. P. P. Party. 

Miss Bayme. Almost all of the office staff were—well Lloyd Hamlin, 
you know, he was not apparently a real Communist, but Lynne Ac ker- 
stein was and Ernestine Gatewood was, the chairman at that time I 
believe was A. C. Rogers. I can’t testify myself as to whether or not 
he was a Communist, but T have heard the other testimony. The cam- 
paign manager, the speech writer, that is, was Jeff Boehm. He was a 
Communist. What have you left ? 

Mr. Doyie. May I ask you something about your youth group 
activities. The Labor Youth League, you said you were president 
when you were a Young Communist. 

Miss Barr. No. There is a fine distinction. I don’t really realize 
why they make it, but these organizations did not exist at the same 
time. When there was the Young Communist League there was no 
Youth Communist Club either. That came later, and that was dis- 
solved to be replaced by the Labor Youth League. They didn’t exist 
at the same time. 
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Mr. Doytr. But you were a Communist when you were president 
of that league? 

Miss Bayme. Oh, yes, of course. I was a rank and file Communist. 

Mr. Doyix. While you were a Young Communist, president of that 
league, or in the Communist Party, did you actually undertake to in- 
filtrate into any other youth group that was not Communist domi- 
nated; I mean, to spread communism ? 

Miss Bayrme. I did a very poor job. 

Mr. Doyie. Did you try! 

Miss BayMe. Not too hard. 

Mr. Doytx. Were you instructed to try? 

Miss Baymr. Ye s, repeatedly, 

Mr. Doy re. kad from what level of the Communist Party when 
you were president of the Young Communist League of San Diego 
did you receive instructions to try to infiltrate into other young peo- 
ples’ groups for the purpose of spreading communism / 

Miss Bayne. I received instructions through my club, my Com- 
munist Party club, and | re eived them from Bernadette Doyle, and on 
occasion from Celia Shermis 

Mr. Dorte. What sort of young peoples’ groups of San Diego, if 
any, did you under their direction or assignment try to infiltrate into, 
without revealing your identity as a Young Communist? 

Miss Baye. I told vou we failed pretty miserably. I think one 
of our members actu: ally joined the YWCA and took a course in hula 
dancing, or something, but that is about as far as it went to my 
knowledge. I was be oinnin io at about that time to fade aw: Ly. 

Mr. Jackson. Miss Bayme, I should like to say that from a personal 
standpoint today gt wen one of the high points of my service on 
this committee. I believe Mr. Doyle will agree with me. I know of 
no other instances where in the course of public hearings of this kind 
two voluntary witnesses have come forward to tell of their experi- 
ences in the Communist Party. That to me is a most significant de- 
velopment and is well worth the concentrated vilification and abuse 
which this committee takes at various times. 

I am also most appreciative of the statement made by you relative 
to the activities of this committee and the — of this hearing. 
That is quite in contrast with what we hear from some of the wit- 
nesses. 

[ should like to express to you the thanks of the committee for 
what is at best an unpleasant ordeal. 

Do you feel better? 

Miss Bayme. Oh, much. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Doyte. Mr. Chairman, and in addition to those good words, will 
you again extend the invitation which the committee often extends to 
the radio, press, and otherwise, for patriotic citizens who have had 
enough in the Communist experience to come forward as these two 
ladies have today. 

Mr. Jackson. I mentioned earlier today that we urge anyone who 
has been a member of the Communist Party and who has left it and 
wants to unburden himself of it, to come before the committee, and 
I assure any such individuals that they will receive a courteous hear- 
ing, and that no attempt will be made to unduly embarrass them. 

Miss Barme. May I thank Lloyd Hamlin for suggesting it. 
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Mr. Jackson. If there is nothing further and with the thanks of the 
omumittee you are excused from your voluntary appearance on your 
part. 
Mr. ‘Tavenner. Mrs. Verna Langer, will you come forward please. 
Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, please, and be sworn. 
Do vou solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give before 
this sul ommittee, you W ill tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. Lancer. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Please be seated. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What is your name, please ? 


TESTIMONY OF VERNA LANGER, ACCOMPANIED BY HER COUNSEL, 
BEN MARGOLIS 


Mis. Lancer. Verna Langer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you live, Mrs. Langer ? 

Mrs. Lancer. 5914 Adelaide. 

Mir. TavenNner. In San Diego? 

Mrs. Lancer. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in San Diego ? 

Mrs. Lancer. Six years. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Where were you born 2 

Mrs. Lancer. In Kentucky. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live before coming to San Diego 
ibout 6 years ago 

Mrs. Lancer. Detroit, Mich. 

Mr. "TAvt N NER. Where did you live in Detroit ? 

Mrs. LANGER. | can't remember all those addresses in Detroit. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you live at more than one place in Detroit? 

Mrs. LanGer. Oh, sure. 

Mr. TavenNer. Name those that you can recall. 

Mrs. Lancer. Offhand I can’t recall any at this particular moment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you live at 320 East Milwaukee Street ? 

Mrs. Lancer. Now that you recall it, I did. 

Mr. TAvenNerR. You did? 

Mrs. Lancer. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you live there? 

Mrs. Lancer. Oh, maybe a couple of years. I have no idea, really. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you live there at the time that you moved to 
(‘alifornia 4 

Mrs. Lancer. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Langer, what was your name before coming 
to California ? 

Mrs. Lancer. McAllister. 

Mr. Tavenner. McAllister ? 

Mrs. Lancer. That is right. Just a minute, please. May I make a 
suggestion. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. 

Mrs. Lancer. I would rather not be photographed during my testi- 
mony. I am having throat trouble, and it makes me more nervous 
than otherwise, so if you will just respect that. 


I 


f 
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Mr. Jackson. The Chair will accede to that request and ask the 
photographers to refrain from photographing the witness during the 
course of her testimony. 

Proceed, counse ]. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I would like to read to you testimony taken by the 
committee in Detroit in 1952. This was testimony by Mrs. Bereniece 
Baldwin. Do you recall Mrs. Baldwin, having met her? 

Mrs. Lancer. I would like to consult my attorney, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

(At this point Mrs. Langer conferred with Mr. Margolis.) 

Mrs. Lancer. I refuse to answer that question on the following 
grounds. I am standing on my constitutional rights, and refuse to 
answer that question. First of all, you have no right to ask me who 
my acquaintances are, whom I knew, whom I know now, and I am 
invoking the first amendment and the fifth amendment, and at any 
other time in my testimony I might invoke other amendments of the 
Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you say the fifth amendment ? 

Mrs. Lancer. That is right. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Since you mentioned advice of counsel, I realize 
that I forgot to ask you if you are accompanied by counsel, and to have 
counsel identify himself for the record. 

Mrs. Lancer. I am. 

Mr. Marcouts. Ben Margolis. 

Mr. Tavenner. During, the course of the hearings in Detroit in 
1952, February 1952, Mrs. Bereniece Baldwin, who was a functionary 
in the Communist Party for a number of years, and who acted for 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation for years, within the Communist 
Party, was questioned. I asked Mrs. Baldwin this question: 

Mrs. Baldwin, the committee has from time to time heard evidence relating 
to the use of mail drops. Are you acquainted with the use of mail drops in this 
area? 

Mrs. Batpwrtn. Yes. In fact, I was stationed at one of those mail drops, sort 
of a secret affair. 

Question. Will you just tell the committee about it, please? 

Mrs. BALpWIN. Well, it was located at 320 East Milwaukee and had been 
the apartment of Verna McAllister, who received special training, organizational 
training, that is, from the party, and was sent to California. This apartment 
was taken over by Laura Davis. I stationed myself there on the average of 
8 nights a week for several hours. The dues secretaries of the various clubs 
on the east side, and sometimes the west side, would call there to make their 
dues payments and straighten the membership out with me. 

Question. Do you know what has become of Verna McAllister, Mrs. Baldwin? 

Mrs. BALpwrtn. No, I have not heard from her or about her. 

Mr. JACKSON. Where did she go in California, do you know? 

Mrs. Batpwin. No, I do not know what part of California she went to. 

Now, will you tell the committee, please, what training, special 
training, if any, you had in the organizational work of the Communist 
Party in Detroit ? 

Mrs. Lancer. I refuse to answer that question, Mr. Tavenner, on the 
grounds that I previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a functionary of the Communist Party 
in Detroit ? 

Mrs. Lancer. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Was Mrs. Bereniece Baldwin speaking the truth 
when she stated to the committee that you were sent to California by 
the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Lancer. I would like to consult my attorney on that. 

(At this point Mrs. Langer conferred with Mr. Margolis.) 

Mrs. Lancer. Mr. Tavenner, at the time I came to California I was 
suffering from bronchial trouble. I was advised to come here by my 
doctor. I came here for my health, and aside from that I refuse to 
answer any more of that question. 

Mr. TaveNNER. By that do you mean that there was some other rea- 
son for your coming to California besides your health ? 

Mrs, Lancer. I stand on my constitutional rights on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. What work did you engage in when you arrived in 
California 6 years ago ? 

Mrs. Lancer. For about 4 months I did no work at all because, as I 
told you, was suffering from bronchial trouble. I then obtained what 
started out to be parttime employment at a department store, a small 
department store, and I think maybe, oh, maybe a month I worked one 
day a week, something like that, I don’t remember the exact length 
of time that it was on this parttime basis, maybe one day a week or so, 
and I began feeling better and they put me on a fulltime basis there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you affiliate with the Communist Party on 
your arrival in California ? 

Mrs. Laneer. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. TAvenNeER. Were you in the hearing room during the testimony 
of the witness who appeared just before you did, Miss Carol Bayme? 

Mrs. Lancer. Well, I was sitting right over there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hear her testimony ? 

Mrs. Lancer. I heard it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it true what she said about coming to you for 
the purpose of rejoining the Communist Party after she had been 
dropped, this occuring in February of 1954, and that you presented 
the matter to the executive committee of the Communist Party, or 
counsel of the Communist Party, and informed her of the results? 

Mrs. Lancer. I would like to consult my counsel, please. 

(At this point Mrs. Langer conferred with Mr. Margolis. ) 

Mrs. Lancer. I refuse to answer that question on the ground pre- 
viously stated. Iam not going to debate with you as to whether her 
testimony was true or false. I think the record on the previous 
stool pigeons or witnesses friendly to this committee will bear out 
the fact that there has been misrepresentation in their testimony, 
and I do not intend to debate this issue with you. 

Mr. TavenneER. This is not a debate. 

Mrs. Lancer. Or discuss it with you. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is a mere inquiry as to purely factual matter. 
Aside from what the witness testified to, did she appear before you 
and ask to get back into the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Lancer. It is the same question. I will give you the same 
answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you advise Miss Carol Bayme that one of the 
conditions of her returning to the Communist Party was that she must. 
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become a church member or affiliate with some church for the purpose 
of carrying out Communist Party instructions 4 


Mrs. Lancer. I just told you, Mr. Tavenner, I do not intend to dis 
cuss the testimony with you. You have her word. If I deny it, well, 
L would noe ly be up for prosecution under the Smith Act. If | ad 
mitted it, so w hat ? I am not here to discuss he r testimony at all, and 


I don’t ‘Beatie to. 

Mr. J ACKSON. You decline to answer / 

Mrs. Lancer. I decline to answer, as I said at the beginning: I 
decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Jackson. Upon the ground previously stated ? 

Mrs. Lancer. I stated that already. 

Mr. Jackson. I am just making it clear. 

Mrs. Lancer. Yes, I stated that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you hold any position in the Communist Party 
today ¢ And no witness has testified to that. 

Mrs. LANGI R. Well. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. TAvENNER. So it isn’t a question then of what some witness has 
said ? 

Mrs. Lancer. You have no right to inquire into my political beliefs 
my activities, my thinkin o, and this committee here is try ing to tell mé 
what I ean think or what I can’t think, and I do not intend to co 
operate with this committee in any way. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ‘ 

Mrs. Lancer. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds pre 
viously stated. 

Mr. JACKSON. Mr. Counsel, I see no useful purpose to be served 
pursuing Peete interrogation of this witness. It is quite obvious 
she is not going to cooperate with the committee. 

Mr. Pacewalen: May I ask the witness one further question ? 

Mr. Jackson. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now the organizer for the Communist Party 
for the County of San Diego? 

Mrs. Lancer. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyir. I have no questions. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance on 
the subpena. 

Mrs. Lancer. Could I read a statement before I leave ? 

Mr. Jackson. You may leave the statement with the reporter, and it 
will be considered together with other statements which have been 
presented at the hearing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Joe Langer. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, please? Do you 
solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give before this sub- 
committee, you will tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Lancer. I do. 

Mr. TavennerR. What is your name, please, sir? 
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Mr. Marcouts. May we have the pictures over with before we start? 
Mr. J ACKSON, Yes, 
Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir / 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH LANGER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
BEN MARGOLIS 


Mr. Lancer. Joseph Langer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ¢ 

Mr. Lancer. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ¢ 

Mr. Marogouts. Ben Margolis. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Langer / 

Mr. Lancer. 1902 in North Dakota. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Do you now live in San Diego ? 

Mr. Lancer. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in San Diego? 

Mr. Lancer. Since about 1920. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has been informed through testi- 
mony that you are in a position to advise it regarding Communist 
Party activities in San Diego. Were you at any time a member of 
the Communist Party in San Diego? 

Mr. Lancer. I refuse to answer that question by the use of the fifth 
amendment. I will not be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lancer. The same answer. 

Mr. TavenNeER. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further testifying under 
his subpena. 

Mr. Lanaer. I have astatement I would like to leave. 

Mr. Jackson. Leave it with the reporter. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. David Starcevic. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, please? 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give before 
chis subcommittee, you will tell the tr uth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Srarcevix. I do. 

Mr. TavenneER. What is your name, please, sir ? 


TESTIMONY OF DAVID STARCEVIC, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, BEN MARGOLIS 


Mr. Srarcevic. David Starcevic, S-t-a-r-c-e-v-i-c. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that you are accompanied by the same 
counsel as the previous witness. 

Mr. Srarcevic. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TavenNer. When and where were you born, Mr. Starcevic? 

Mr. Srarcevic. I was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Septem- 
ber 7, 1915 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now reside in San Diego? 

Mr. Srarcevic. I do. 
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Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in San Diego? 

Mr. Srarcevic. Perhaps from 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had you lived in this area prior to that time? 

Mr. Srarcevic. No; I think it would be correct to say that I had 
no legal residence here, although I had come and gone from. about 
1941. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your profession, trade or occupation 
from 1941 until the present time ? 

Mr. Srarcevic. Well, there were various occupations. In the early 
part you mentioned from 1941 on to about 1945, I was a merchant sea- 
man. I made my headquarters in San Pedro, and probably would 
consider that my address at that time. I shipped in and out of the 
port of San Pedro. 

Mr. Tavenner. After you moved to San Diego, what was your 
occupation ¢ 

Mr. Srarcevic. I engaged in building a house for our own use. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period of time that you were a merchant 
seaman, did you have occasion to observe any activity on the part of 
the Communist Party among merchant seamen ? 

Mr. Starcevic. I think that is an invasion of my rights under the 
first amendment. I think you have no right to ask me about my 
political activities. I am guaranteed freedom under the first amend- 
ment to belong to a party of my choosing, to read whatever I please, 
and to assemble peacefully with whomsoever I may desire. 

Mr. TAavenneEr. I suggest the witness be directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Doyze. I direct you to answer the question. 

Mr. Marcoris. Mr. Chairman, I would like to raise the question of 
aquorum. Is this a one-man committee? 

Mr. Dorie. Well, Mr. Jackson has stepped out of the room for 
1 minute. If you object to it we will just wait until he returns. 

Mr. Marcouts. I think if there are any questions to answer we ought 
to wait until there is a quorum here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; I think we should have a quorum of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Doyte. All right, we will wait. 

(A brief intermission was taken, after which Representative Don- 
ald L. Jackson returned to the hearing room.) 

(Brief intermission. ) 

Mr. Jackson. A quorum is present. The witness is directed to 
answer. 

Mr. Srarcevic. I would have felt lost without your quips, sir, and 
your gavel. 

Mr. Jackson. I thank you very much, sir. I feel the same with 
respect to your inimitable sarcasm. Is there a question pending, 
Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I should reframe the question, or ask it over. 

Mr. Mareouts. Is the order to answer withdrawn ? 

Mr. Jackson. I will withdraw it if counsel is going to reframe the 
question. 

Mr. TaveNnNner. My question to the witness was, did you observe, 
while a merchant seaman, Communist Party activity within or among 
the merchant seamen ? 
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Mr. Srarcevic. As I stated before, I will try to repeat as best I can, 
1 don’t think the committee has any constitutional right to invade my 
privacy with reference to any political party that I may have belonged 
to, to any association that I have had peacefully, with anything I may 
have read, or with any religion that I may possibly have belonged to. 

Mr. Tavenner. I suggest that the witness be directed to answer 
the question. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is directed to answer. 

Mr. Srarcevic. And further, insofar as I intend to resist this com- 
mittee, because I think it is part and parcel of McCarthyism, despite 
the fact it carries a different name, I think I will further invoke all 
the other provisions in the Constitution that may apply, including 
the fatal fifth. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Srarcevic. Which has fallen into disrepute because of innuen- 
does made by the Congressmen here and by counsel. 

Mr. Jackson. No; it has fallen into disrepute, sir, not because of the 
activity of the Members of Congress, but I think it is being abused 
because of the conditions under which it has been taken by some of the 
witnesses. 

Mr. Starcevic. I beg to differ with you, sir. Thomas Jefferson put 
it in for political dissenters. He put it in there so people like myself 
could answer people like you if they didn’t happen to agree with you 
politically, and for no other reason. He didn’t put it in there for bank 
robbers to hide behind. 

Mr. Jackson. The buzzing sound that is heard is probably the 
revered Jefferson turning over in his grave at the abuse to which the 
amendment is being subjected. 

Mr. Srarcevic. I disagree with you. I think the people who are 
dead in Valley Forge would refute your quip. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Srarcevic. Do we really need to go into that? I am going to 
refuse, because you are invading my privacy, under the provisions 
of the first amendment, which says that this committee is not allowed 
to recommend legislation abridging my privilege to belong to any 
political party that I choose, any legal political party. You can make 
no law abridging my right to a religion, to speak, or anything I choose 
to read, or to assemble yeacefully “with whomsoever I please. Sec- 
ondly, you can make no Sea abridging that which is your purpose of 
asking. Are you frightening me or are you frightening the young 
people assembled here or perhaps the ones listening on TV? 

Mr. Jackson. Will the witness answer the question ? 

Mr. Srarcevic. Why are you frightening the people? They are 
allowed to have any political belief they choose, are they not? 

Mr. Jackson. You may hold any political beliefs you want. 

Mr. Srarcevic. And I have further invoked the first amendment 
and told you you were an illegal body, that you had no right to ask 
me the question, and I further invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, the witness declines to answer on the 
grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. TavenneR. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dore. No questions. 








4928 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


Mr. Jackson. The witness is released from further attendance un- 
der the subpena. 

Mr. Strarcevic. There is one more thing I would like to cite. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance un- 
der the subpena. 

Mr. Srarcevic. I have a statement. May I file it with you? 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. You may leave the statement. 

Mr. Srarcevic. Thank you very much for your courtesy, Mr. Chair- 
man. My children who are looking on the TV will appreciate your 
sharp tone. 

Mr. Jackson. You have only been repaid in the currency of your 
own selection, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Miriam Starcevic. 

Mr. Jackson. Will you raise your right hand, please ? 

Do you solemnly swear in the testimony you are about to give before 
this subcommittee, you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so he Ip you God? 

Mrs. Srarcevic. I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF MIRIAM STARCEVIC, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, BEN MARGOLIS 


Mrs. Srarcevic. I also would appreciate if some of the pictures 
were taken now and not during the testimony, and to simplify the 
matter, I too, have a statement, as my hus band has. Shall I file it? 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. Leave it with the reporter. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 

Mrs. Srarcevic. Miriam Starcevic, spelled the same as the previous 
vitness. M-i-r-i-a-m. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that the witness is accompanied by the 
same counsel. 

Mrs. Srarcevic. I am very proud of Mr. Margolis. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you at any time been a member of the Com 
munist Party in San Diego? 

Mrs. Srarcevic. It looks like we are going to get started right away. 
I have an answer here for that question which I would like to make 
here. 

I believe that this committee here in the last few days has not been 
at all interested in what we call un-American activities and uncover- 
ing it. I have sat here for 3 days at the expense of several baby- 
sitters and leaving my family at home, four young children, to listen 
to what kind of violence can be brought forward. There has not 
been one witness, in my estimation, who could testify to any acts of 
violence against the United States Government. All we have heard 
from this committee is a group of informers and stool pigeons who 
couldn’t tell the truth even if they tried. I know lots of them are 
paid for that, and it is their business. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did anyone of the witnesses tell an untruth regard- 
ing vou ? 

Mrs. Starcevic. May I finish my statement? 

Mr. Tavenner. No: TIT am asking that question. Did anyone tell 
an untruth regarding you? 
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Mr. Mareouis. Do you withdraw the previous question, Mr. 
Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No; I am asking her this question. 

Mr. Marcoris. Then she has the right to finish the answer to the 
previous question. 

Mrs. Starcevic. Mr, Chairman, may I finish my answer. 

Mr. Jackson. I note the witness is reading a prepared statement. 

Mrs. Srarcevic. I am not equipped, Mr. Chairman, to speak fluently, 
and I have to take a few little notes to help me. 

Mr. Jackson. The rules of the committee specifically prohibit the 
reading of a statement. 

Mrs. Starcevic. Fine. 

Mr. Jackson. Therefore, the statement which has just been read 
into the record will be stricken from the record. The statement will 
be considered upon the conclusion of your testimony together with 
other written statements. 

Mrs. Srarcevic. I am not reading that statement, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. Will the reporter please read back the statement. 
You say this is not the statement ? 

Mrs. Srarcevic. No. 

Mr. Jackson. It is not? 

Mrs. Srarcevic. I have prepared a few notes. ‘That is not the one 
I was reading, Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well, proceed. 

Mrs. Srarcevic. I feel this investigation should investigate real 
actions of violence, and that is in the record, where many acts have 
been performed all over the country, such as groups like the KKK 
and other acts against minority groups. As far as I know, such 
people haven’t been brought forth in any of these committee hearings. 

Il feel, secondly, as part of my reasons that I owe it +) my children 
and their future not to cooperate with such a committee. If that 
were the case, it would allow would-be Hitlers and MeCarthys to try 
to dictate to us how to think. Knowing from what has gone on it 
is a question here of what people think, not so much what they have 
been doing. Thev have been together here, and all that has been 
brought forth is a mass of thoughts and, therefore, I rely on my 
constitutional rights under the first amendment, the fourth, the ninth, 
tenth, and, of course, the fifth. Of course, by bringing them on myself 
here, | might bring testimony against myself. I think by taking this 
stand that thousands of people will find some courage to fight back 
and put a stop to such committees as Mc¢ ‘arthyism. 

Mr. TavenNeER. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Jackson. The witness is excused from further attendance un- 
der the subpena and the committee will stand in recess until 9 o’clock 
tomorrow morning. 

(Whereupon at 5 p. m., an adjournment was taken until Thurs- 
day, April 22, 1954, at 9 a. m.) 

(By order of the chairman, information received from Leo Grego- 
vich, 733 14th Street, San Diego, to the effect that he is not the 
individual, Lee Gregovich, who was named as a Communist and whose 
testimony is included herein, is now included in the record.) 
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